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Notes from the President
By Scott Mostrom

Recently I’ve been feeling like one of the 
Sneetches. You remember—the Dr. Seuss 
book with the big yellow birds, some with 
stars on their bellies and some without. 

$W�¿UVW�LW�ZDV�FRRO�WR�KDYH�D�VWDU�RQ�\RXU�EHOO\��WKHQ�LW�
was not, and then it was again. Going into the Harris 
Teeter at one point in early April and seeing just a 
couple of people wearing masks seemed so different, 
so strange. I didn’t have a star on my belly and those 
that did seemed, well, out of place. Yet, less than 
two weeks later and just a few days before the state 
mandate on wearing masks, I went back into the 
Harris Teeter and this time felt literally embarrassed, 
and completely out of place myself, because I didn’t 
have a mask. I couldn’t get out of there quickly 
enough. I had to jump into that machine from the book 
that put a star on your belly … I needed a mask!

Whether it’s masks, social distancing, working from 
home, or helping your kids get onto school Zoom 
calls, we’ve all had to adapt to a ‘new normal’. While 
there is some good from being more isolated—we can 
spend more time with family and actually get home 
projects done that we honestly know never would 
have otherwise—we’re all very excited as things 
begin to gradually open back up. And like Sneetches, 
we’ll adapt back to our original normal just as we 
adapted to our isolation, however long that takes.

Continued on Page 2

President’s Corner On a more serious note though, we know that this 
‘new normal’ isn’t just about adjusting to stars or 
no stars on our belly. COVID-19 is dangerous and a 
good portion of Darnestown’s 5,000+ residents fall 
into the at-risk group, either because of age or health 
conditions. Our at-risk neighbors literally can’t go 
out and need assistance to get basic supplies. The 
¿QDQFLDO�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF�KDV�KLW�PRVW�RI�XV�LQ�
one way or another. And it’s our kids who have had to 
bear an incredible burden, remaining separated from 
friends and having their social and athletic activities 
SXW�RQ�LQGH¿QLWH�KROG��QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�WKH�OLPLWDWLRQV�
of remote learning. We’ve been dealing with a lot 
of concern and uncertainty. As neighbors and as a 
community, we will need to support each other as 
we continue to deal with all of this and as we slowly 
transition back out of the shadows.

Now, if there’s one great thing that’s come out of 
this pandemic it’s been the words “How can I help?” 
We’ve seen our residents—parents, grandparents, 
kids, and entire families step up to help those who 
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need it the most. Individuals have launched their 
own efforts, including food collection for Manna 
and Germantown HELP and raising funds to provide 
lunches for Harris Teeter employees. We’ve also 
seen great creativity, from family projects to the 
honking horns and signs for birthday drive-bys.

For the DCA’s part, we collaborated with some of 
these volunteer leaders and local organizations to 
spearhead ‘The Whole of Darnestown’. See Sue 
Gottlieb’s article for more details. We’ve hosted 
two successful Town Halls around the pandemic—
one with Montgomery County Health & Human 
Services Directors and one with a panel of our own 
Darnestown business leaders to discuss the relief 
efforts and tactics to manage the pandemic impacts 
for small businesses. Additionally, we posted 
important links to resources and information for 
individuals and small businesses on our web page 
(darnestowncivic.org).

The infrastructure to support all of efforts is because 
of funding from our members.  Membership is 
voluntary and if you’re a member, thank you. As 
the world begins to ‘open up’ we’ll continue our 
communications and Town Halls so you have the 
information you need and leverage this network of 
neighborhood volunteers so we can support each 
other. We’re going to be in this awhile and we’ve 
worked hard to establish a strong foundation to get 
us through.

This resurgence of volunteerism is truly inspiring. 
In the decade leading up to the pandemic there was 
much talk about the decline of volunteerism across 
America. Folks were too busy with their own lives or 
their kids and volunteer organizations were stretched 
thin. It’s wonderful to see Darnestown rise up and 
unite in a time when we have to be so separated.

The Whole of Darnestown effort will continue until 
we’re completely through this pandemic. So, if you 
need assistance please reach out to your neighborhood 
lead or reach out to wod@darnestowncivic.org or 
call 301-539-9007 and we’ll put you in touch. And 
as always, please let the DCA know how we can help 
and the needs you’re seeing. We have an incredible 
community and we’ll get through this together.

2020 Executive Board Elections
By Stephanie Kunkle

In preparation for the June town meeting, in 
accordance with the bylaws, a nominating 
committee has been established to prepare 
a list of candidates for the DCA Executive 
Board. This year, the nominating committee 
includes Stephanie Kunkle, Sheila Thomas, 
DQG�3HLUFH�&RRN��7KH�FRPPLWWHH�KDV�LGHQWL¿HG�
the following individuals, who are interested in 
continuing their roles on the Board, however, 
we are still looking for someone to serve as 
treasurer. If you have lived in Darnestown for 
at least 3 years and are interested in taking 
a more active role in the Civic Association, 
please let us know by reaching out to myself 
at dca@darnestowncivic.org. The slate of 
SURSRVHG�RI¿FHUV�DUH�
President Scott Mostrom
Vice President  Tim Mueller
Secretary Susan Allaway
Treasurer  VACANT
Trustee Paul Klee – 3-year term
In addition, Scott Damiecki has one year 
remaining and Tim Sanders has two years 
remaining in their three-year terms as trustees.
The DCA is always looking for additional 
leaders from our community to provide their 
insight and support for the Association. If 
you’re interested in becoming more engaged 
with the board or supporting one of the 
committees, please let us know. 

We Welcome Your Submissions  
to The Little Acorn
'HDGOLQH�IRU�WKH�QH[W�LVVXH� 

August 1, 2020
(PDLO�LGHDV��TXHVWLRQV�RU�DUWLFOHV�WR� 

acorn@darnestowncivic.org
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Other Ways the DCA  
is Working for You

Whole of Darnestown
Community volunteer and communication initiatives 
to support Darnestown during the coronavirus 
pandemic. See this page.

Roads Task Force
See page 9.

1st Annual DCA Scholarship
7KH�'&$�KDV�ODXQFKHG�WKH�¿UVW�DQQXDO�'&$�
Scholarship, a $1,000 scholarship available to 
graduating high school seniors that’s based on 
civic engagement. Application deadline was 
May 15th but the recipient will be announced at 
our June Town Meeting. Special thanks to our 
Social Chair, Stephanie Kunkle, for driving this 
important initiative. For more details please visit 
darnestowncivic.org/dca-scholarship.

Input on Thrive Montgomery 2050 Process
7KULYH�0RQWJRPHU\������ZLOO�UHVXOW�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�IXOO�
revision of the 1969 Montgomery County General 
Plan, this new plan will drive the strategic approach 
for among other things, development, roads, schools, 
and land use for all County master plans. This 
includes the Potomac Subregion Master Plan that 
dictates zoning and land use within Darnestown. The 
DCA has been actively engaged, providing input at 
HYHU\�VWHS��7KH�¿QDO�GUDIW�IURP�WKH�3ODQQLQJ�%RDUG�LV�
due to the County Council this fall.

All DCA efforts are supported by our members. To 
become a member, please visit darnestowncivic.
org/memberships or use the form on page 15.

The Whole of Darnestown
By Sue Gottlieb

It started as a few comments on the Darnestown 
community Facebook page as the coronavirus 
pandemic started and things began shutting down. 
A few folks were wondering how we could support 
each other during this extraordinary time in our 
country. The DCA leadership, supported by many 
of the businesses, parishes, community associations 
and village leaders in town, brought together people 
who were interested in helping and came up with a 
plan to create a network of volunteers based in every 
neighborhood called The Whole of Darnestown. 
6RXQGV�HDV\��ULJKW"�:HOO��WKH�HDV\�SDUW�ZDV�¿QGLQJ�
the volunteers! Forty volunteers signed up in no time 
at all and recruited others. But the tricky part became 
how to connect these volunteers to their neighbors. 
Some neighborhoods have email listservs, some do 
not. Some people are on Facebook, some are not. 
Not all the older folks in town are computer savvy. 
Oh, and it has to be contactless! So, how do we make 
all the connections?

The answer was postcards sent through the US 
mail, made possible with DCA resources. The 
DCA already had access to all the street addresses 
in Darnestown since The Little Acorn newsletter 
is sent to all households. Using some “technical 
Excel magic” we were able to match each household 
address to their designated volunteer. The postcards 
were custom printed and mailed out by the print shop 
that prints and mails The Little Acorn, so we were 
able to leverage that relationship. All of this was 
made possible with funds from the DCA, which are 
provided by the members.

In addition, as federal, state, and county websites 
started to list information and resources, we gathered 
these onto one page for the DCA website, on a 
page called The Whole of Darnestown – Individual 
5HVRXUFHV��7KLV�SDJH�LV�IRXQG�DW��darnestowncivic.
org/wodindividuals/

If you need assistance and do not have the postcard, 
send an email to the DCA Whole of Darnestown 
email address at WOD@darnestowncivic.org or 
call 301-539-9007 and we will connect you with 
your neighborhood lead volunteer.

A big thank you to all of those who volunteered!
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors
We want to acknowledge all of those in our community who have given their professional and personal time to 
VHUYH�WKH�JUHDWHU�QHHG�GXULQJ�WKLV�WLPH��LQFOXGLQJ�¿UVW�UHVSRQGHUV��KHDOWK�FDUH�ZRUNHUV��HVVHQWLDO�HPSOR\HHV��
and those who serve individuals and businesses struggling with the impact of this pandemic. Here are some 
Darnestown people and organizations that have come to our attention.

Rob Scheer and Jenn and Doug Whitman 
When the Covid-19 pandemic hit our 
area Whitman Summer Camp and 
Comfort Cases joined forces to make 
sure we did not forget so many who 
needed support in our community. 
Since March, Rob Scheer, and Jenn 
and Doug Whitman have done food 
drives, collected diapers, and other 
household items with the help of 
so many families from Darnestown 
and the Whitman Summer Camp 
community. This has been a hard time 
for so many families in our area and 
it has been so comforting to see that 
Darnestown has stepped in to show 

that our community is bigger than just our zip code.

These necessities for families are still being collected 
every day and will be delivered every Friday to local 
families. If you would like to help please drop your 
GRQDWLRQV�RII�DW�WKH�:KLWPDQV¶��������+DGGRQ¿HOG�
Way) or Scheers’ home. They are collecting 
groceries, diapers, baby wipes, laundry pods and 
grab and go snacks for hospital workers.

Susie Gooch 
Susie has been a Darnestown 
resident since 1985 when she 
married her husband Bill and 
moved to Esworthy Road from 
Potomac. Formerly the editor of 

The Little Acorn, Susie has acted as the Admin for 
the Darnestown Facebook Page since 2017. When 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit and Governor Hogan 
ordered us all into isolation, Susie reached out via 
the Facebook page to volunteer to do the shopping 
for any at-risk neighbors or neighbors who were 
simply too concerned to leave their houses. She’s 
jokes that she’s been to Harris Teeter so many times 
in the past two months that people think she works 
there! In addition, Susie has prepared a homemade 
lunch, including mac & cheese, vegetarian lasagna, 
and venison chili, every week since the pandemic 
began for all of the health care workers at Shady 

Grove Adventist Rehab next to Shady Grove 
Hospital. Susie says she’s really looking forward 
to the now-postponed We Survived COVID-19 
neighborhood gathering at Windridge Winery with 
everyone once the pandemic has passed. For more 
information on that gathering, please check out the 
Darnestown Facebook page!

Sue Gottlieb 
Sue and her family, husband 
Michael and kids Allie and Austin, 
are celebrating 10 years of living 
in Darnestown this May! Sue loves 
living in Darnestown and has been 
an active member of the Darnestown 

Elementary PTA and the wider Darnestown 
community. Sue hopes that the volunteer program 
has made people feel connected and supported 
during the stay-at-home order in Maryland.

The Skucas Family 
Ruta and Tomas Skucas and their 
sons, Daumantas (18), Darius 
(17) and Jonas (14), have lived in 
Darnestown since 2004, when they 

moved to Spring Meadows Drive. They now live 
on Poplar Hill Road, having loved Darnestown and 
the Spring Meadows community enough to stay in 
the same neighborhood when moving. When the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit, Ruta and the kids began 
volunteering for Germantown HELP, both collecting 
food from the Darnestown community to donate to the 
food pantry, and making deliveries to needy families 
from the food pantry. If you have food to donate, 
shoot us a note and we’ll get it over to the food pantry. 
skucasfamily@gmail.com We’ll be making a run over 
there roughly weekly for the foreseeable future.

Shibani Subramanya 
Shibani Subramanya and her husband, Balu, moved 
to Darnestown in 1997 and have raised two high 
school daughters. During the COVID-19 pandemic 
Shibani wanted to support our essential employees 
at Harris Teeter who have been on the frontlines. 
These employees are exposed every day yet continue 
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to support Darnestown residents and have been a 
vital supply line for all of us. To demonstrate her 
support, Shibani led an effort to collect money from 
Darnestown residents to supply weekly lunches 
for the employees. This effort has since grown to 
include providing lunches from Mamma Lucias, 
Neal’s Bagels, and Cuginis. Additionally, Shibani’s 
made more than 108 masks to donate to MocoMask 
Makers and towards the Million Mask Challenge.

7KRXJKWIXOQHVV�LQ�5LGJH¿HOG 
By Chere Butler 
The Butler family would like to thank our neighbor 
Brian from White Rock Road for his act of kindness. 
We met Brian one afternoon while doing yard work. 
During small talk we mentioned that we were having 
a hard time obtaining toilet paper. Well, the next day 
Brian showed up at our door with 48 rolls of toilet 
paper! Thanks for showing up in our time of need. We 
are very grateful to have such thoughtful neighbors.

Quarantine Stories
Kristin Crook 
As our quarantine enters week seven, I’ve had plenty 
RI�WLPH�WR�UHÀHFW�DQG�WKRXJKW�,�ZRXOG�VKDUH�P\�
insights about this trying time.

I’m becoming more like my grandmother every day. 
Hoarding toilet paper, obsessing about feeding my 
family and patiently waiting for my 5 pm cocktail.
It’s possible to own one pair of pants and be content.
:DWFKLQJ�WKH�QHZV�FDXVHV�GU\�WKURDW�DQG�GLI¿FXOW\�
breathing.
&DUROH�%DVNLQ�GH¿QLWHO\�GLG�LW�
It’s the little things in life that bring the most joy – 
M&M’s, Hot Tamales, sleeping pills.
*DPHV�DUH�IXQ��0\�IDYRULWH�DUH��:K\¶G�,�0DUU\�
You?, NOT IT, Corn Chip Bingo.
You really can watch paint dry and a watched pot 
does actually boil.
There’s plenty of time to ponder deep philosophical 
questions like “Is it worth the risk to get powdered 
sugar, buffalo wing sauce and toothpicks?” (The 
answer is yes.)
I’m reliving my middle school years with dark 
greasy hair, bad make-up and no friends.
I will NEVER take for granted the dedication of our 
healthcare workers, grocery store clerks, delivery 
people and everyone else who is keeping us safe 
and fed.
Wash your hands! See you in July…

Kristin has lived in Darnestown for 16 years. This 
entry comes from her blog that can be found at  
hardlygettingby.com.

The Kunkle Children show their appreciation for  
essential workers.

The Saba Family 
The Saba children, Marco (8), Catarina (4), and Luca 
(1) drew rainbows to put in every neighbor’s mailbox 
on our street as well as postcards to send to friends 
and family. They have also made thank you cards and 
OHIW�WUHDWV�IRU�RXU�HVVHQWLDO�ZRUNHUV�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��
our mail carrier, delivery drivers, sanitation workers, 
and individuals in a local assisted living.

Lack of Social Distancing 
By Kent Goulding, Concerned Citizen 
It was a gorgeous spring day hiking on the C&O 
canal downstream from Violette’s Lock...but my bliss 
was shattered when I came across these dangerous 
VFRIÀDZV��6RPHWKLQJ�VKRXOG�EH�GRQH�LPPHGLDWHO\��
Although, one note in defense of the social distancing 
VFRIÀDZV��7KH\�
get high marks 
for Personal 
Protective 
Equipment.
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Community Interest

CONGRATULATIONS  
Darnestown’s  

2020 Graduates!

Madeleine Banks Carter
Quince Orchard High School

Madeleine will be attending  
St Mary’s College of Maryland 

to study psychology.

Annie Cress
Northwest High School

Annie will be attending the 
University of Michigan Honors 

Program to study Ecology, 
Evolution and Biodiversity.

Matthew Eldridge
Northwest High School

Matthew will be attending  
the University of North Carolina 

to study marketing.

Michael Firestine
Northwest High School

Michael will be attending 
Towson University to  

study nursing.

Nicholas Firestine
Northwest High School

Nicholas will be attending 
Loyola College to study  
¿QDQFH�DQG�EXVLQHVV� 
information systems.

Ingrid Gooch
Ingrid has graduated from 

Hood College with a Masters 
of Science degree in Clinical 
Mental Health Counseling.  
After a successful year-long 

internship with Kolmac 
Outpatient Recovery Centers, 
Ingrid was hired by Kolmac as 
an Addictions Counselor at the 
Intensive Outpatient Care Level 

for Substance Abuse.

Colin Hanley
Colin has graduated from the 
University of Virginia with 
a double major in Computer 

Science and Economics.  He will 
be working for Anheuser Busch 

in Sales Analytics in the St. Louis 
corporate headquarters, after a 

successful internship position last 
summer in NYC.

Shelby Hardy
Quince Orchard  

High School 2016
University of Arizona  

Tucson 2020
Shelby has earned her BS in 

Communications with a minor in 
Business Administration.
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Ryan R. Jones
University of Georgia 
Franklin School of  
Arts and Sciences

Ryan has earned a BS in biology 
and a BS in psychology, pre-med 
curriculum. He plans to work in 

the behavioral health services and 
to attend graduate school in 2021.

Brad Kahalas
Northwest High School
Brad will be attending  

Penn State to study  
chemical engineering.

MarchWell Kaplan
Poolesville High School

MarchWell will be attending 
MICA (MD Institute College  

of Art) in Baltimore to  
study illustration.

Aileen Kelly
Stone Ridge Academy

Aileen will be attending  
Xavier University to  

study nursing. 

Drew Kline
Bullis School in Potomac

Drew will be attending  
Penn State in the fall.

Bryson Leonard
Our Lady of Good Counsel
Bryson will be attending the 
University of Miami to study 
architecture on a President’s 

Architecture Scholarship award.

Andrew Markiewicz 
Northwest High School

Andrew will be attending 
Salisbury University to  

study business.

Simon Michnick
“Juris Doctor” – Washington & 

Lee School of Law
Simon plans to continue his 
education at NYU in the fall 
toward an advanced Masters  

of Tax degree.

Kelly Miller
Kelly has graduated from 

University of Maryland with a 
BS degree in Kinesiology and a 
minor in Human Development. 

She will be attending Drexel 
University accelerated nursing 

program in the fall.

Shannon Myers
Shannon has graduated from 

the Dental Hygiene Program at 
Hagerstown Community College 

with a 4.0 GPA.

Emily Pohl
Emily has graduated from 

Notre Dame with a degree in 
International Economics & 

Development. She has accepted 
a position in Chicago to start in 

October 2020.

Annabelle Ried
Northwest High School

Annabelle will be attending  
the University of Florida to  

study Sociology 

Continued on Page 8
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Emergency Preparedness
By Dick Jurgena

By the time you are reading this we will hopefully 
be a lot further down the road to recovering from 
the Covid-19 virus. But we can use this as an 
opportunity to analyze how well we were prepared 
for this crisis. Who knew how quickly toilet paper 
can become scarce and how important it is to our 
daily lives?

The next thing we learned was how quickly the 
availability of medical supplies, food and water 
FDQ�EHFRPH�VFDUFH��$QG�¿QDOO\��WKDW�WKHUH�UHDOO\�DUH�
EDG��VHO¿VK�SHRSOH��ZKR�ZLOO�KRDUG�WKRVH�QHFHVVDU\�
supplies in order to make a buck.

I encourage each of you to sit down with your family 
members and consider what you needed and had a 
KDUG�WLPH�¿QGLQJ��RU�ZRUVH��UDQ�RXW�RI��GXULQJ�WKLV�
latest survival test. As I am writing this May 2nd, 
it looks like the shortages are beginning to lessen. 
But, before you forget, consider what could have 
happened if the emergency was worse. Consider, 
closing the circuit breaker on your house and 
eliminating availability to electricity for the next two 
ZHHNV��:KDW�LV�WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�PLVV"�
Well, after the Internet. Water. You can live for two 
weeks without food; sadly, only three days without 
water. No, I am not encouraging you to petition 
the County Council for county provided water and 
VHZHU��6WDUW�¿OOLQJ�DQG�VWRULQJ�VRPH�FRQWDLQHUV�ZLWK�
water for drinking (a minimum of 5 gallons/person), 
and consider some methods of collecting rain water 
IRU�EDWKLQJ�DQG�XVH�WR�ÀXVK�WRLOHWV�

Your Darnestown 
neighbors are 

so proud of 
you and your 

accomplishments!

Emma Rogers
Emma has graduated from 

Tulane University with a BS  
in Biomedical Engineering  

(with honors).

Sean Sackett
Northwest High School
Sean will be attending  

Towson University to study 
EXVLQHVV�DQG�¿QDQFH�

Sam Sherman 
Sam has graduated from Stanford 

Law School and will  
be working as an antitrust  

lawyer in Washington, DC.

Alyssa Steinberg
Northwest High School
Alyssa will be attending 

 Penn State to study elementary 
and special education. 

Ilana Subramanya
Northwest High School
Ilana will be attending 

Gettysburg College to study 
biology  with the goal toward 

veterinary medicine. 

Kayla Zand
Quince Orchard High School

Kayla will be attending  
Penn State to study  

criminology. 

Nicole Zand
Quince Orchard High School

Nicole will be attending  
Penn State to study pre-med. 
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Returning Roads to Residents
By DCA Roads Task Force

With the current stay-at-home-order, we have 
REVHUYHG�D�GURS�RII�LQ�WKURXJK�WUDI¿F�DURXQG�
Darnestown. It gives us a glimpse of what it would 
be like if our roads were being used mainly by 
residents, people living nearby, or those visiting 
local attractions. We are hopeful advancements 
in technology, increased transportation corridor 
funding, and new safety policy efforts will lead 
XV�WR�D�IXWXUH�ZLWK�OHVV�FRPPXWHU�RYHUÀRZ�WUDI¿F��
The DCA plans to advocate for solutions to reduce 
FRPPXWHU�RYHUÀRZ�DQG�LQFUHDVH�RYHUDOO�VDIHW\�

Along with good design, we must also reduce risk 
taking and encourage safer behavior by everyone 
using our roads. Engineering can help. Education can 
make a difference. Broad community engagement 
and encouragement will certainly make our roads 
safer and enjoyable.

Many more people than usual are out and about and 
many of our neighborhoods do not have sidewalks. 
Please be extra cautious, attentive, and courteous. If 
ZDONLQJ�RU�ELNLQJ��EH�HVSHFLDOO\�YLVLEOH��,I�GULYLQJ��
obey the posted speed limits. It’s an unforgiving fact 
that the forty percent difference between 25 and 35 
mph can make all the difference in everyone’s ability 
to react safely or the extent of damage. We all need 
to try our best.

We have become so dependent on our local stores 
to supply what we need with bountiful choices. Ask 
\RXUVHOI��ZKDW�GLG�\RX�QHHG��\RX�FRXOGQ¶W�¿QG"�
Canned goods have an expiration of a year or better. 
Buy whatever you feel you will need for a month and 
VHW�XS�VR�\RX�XVH�WKH�ROGHVW�¿UVW��WKHQ�UHSODFH�HDFK�
one each time you use it.

Consider what you would do if the problem were 
even greater and gasoline was in short supply. 
Always keep your vehicle’s gas tank at least half full. 
Needing to avoid a regional problem like a hurricane 
LV�QR�WLPH�WR�¿OO�XS�ZKHQ�WKH�OLQHV�DW�WKH�JDV�VWDWLRQ�
stretch for a mile.

Be Safe, be a good neighbor, and think ahead so you 
don’t become a burden on someone else during 

DCA Softball League
As with so much else, the DCA Softball season will 
be delayed since all county recreational facilities are 
closed. But there is still hope that a season will be 
possible. We will post updates on the Darnestown 
Facebook page and by email. So make sure that the 
DCA has your email address when you pay your 
membership. If you are interested in playing in the 
neighborhood based DCA league, contact Dave 
Bivans (softball@darnestowncivic.org) for more 
information. Hope we will “Play Ball!” this summer!

Foster Feature
By Diana Foley

We are re-featuring the 
gorgeous tabby cat, 
Gypsy, who was part of 
a large rescue operation 
on an abandoned farm. 
Gypsy was diagnosed 
with a chronic respiratory 
infection that will 
require medication for the rest of her life, 
therefore Friends of Montgomery County 
Animals (FMCA) is looking for a permanent 
foster home for her. This is different from an 
adoption—in a permanent foster home Gypsy 
will have a forever family to care for and love 
her, but FMCA will continue to pay for her 
medical care. Gypsy is very affectionate and 
loves to be with people. She would love a 
person or family to call her own. If you’d like 
to provide permanent foster care to Gypsy, 
please contact FMCA at info@fmca.org. 

Do you have a pet behavior question? Diana 
Foley has volunteered to answer behavior and 
training questions in the next issue of  
The Little Acorn. Submit your question to 
acorn@darnestowncivic.org and your answer 
may appear in the June Little Acorn. The 
deadline for question submission is July 26th. 
'LDQD��D�'DUQHVWRZQ�UHVLGHQW��LV�D�&HUWL¿HG�
Professional Dog trainer, with 20 years of 
professional experience in animal care, training, 
and sheltering.
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History

1803—Finding a Darne Date
By Scott Plumer

Ed. Note—We know that Darnestown has been 
around for a long time. But how long? The DCA 
was interested in having a date associated with 
Darnestown and Scott Plumer took on the challenge of 
¿QGLQJ�D�FUHGLEOH�GDWH��+H�HQGHDYRUHG�WR�XVH�SULPDU\�
sources (as good historians do) such as newspaper 
articles, private letters, family bibles, court, land, and 
legislative records, Darnestown’s recorded modern 
history appears to begin in the middle of the 1700s. 
There were no formal public schools, birth records 
were not kept, and the closest newspaper may have 
been in Annapolis. America was not declared a country 
and there was no Montgomery County until 1776. 
Special thanks to the Montgomery County Historical 
Society and especially to Jane Sween who spent 
countless hours mentoring Scott and helping do the 
research. Scott combed through many resources and 
what follows is a portion of what he found.

The Roads
The road from Seneca Mill was a north/south road 
from the Potomac River and was roughly where 
Seneca Road is now. A 1712 map featured a road 
from what is now Georgetown at Rock Creek to the 
Mouth of Monocacy on the Potomac that connected 
these two trading hubs. The road would later 

Free Programs from Butler Montessori School
Farm & Forest Fridays– 

FREE Virtual Nature Exploration
We’re excited to 
announce a FREE 
virtual version of 
our Farm & Forest 
Explorers nature 
class. Join us every Friday at 10am on our Butler 
Montessori Facebook Page (Facebook.com/The.
Butler.School) for a virtual video exploration 
with Bridgette Downer, Butler Montessori’s 
Environmental Educational Specialist. Perfect for 
your preschool and elementary explorers! 

Something New Saturdays– 
FREE Enrichment for Young Children

From Spanish to Yoga Stories, learn something new 
every Saturday! Join us on Saturday 
mornings on our Butler Montessori 
Facebook or YouTube channels for 
music, Spanish, sign language, yoga 
and more! Check back weekly for 
new offerings. Facebook.com/The.
Butler.School or youtube.com/user/
butlermontessori/. Once there, go  
to the playlists and choose the topic  
of interest.

become known as the Road from Georgetown to 
the Mouth of the Monocacy. Both roads were used 
by indigenous people before colonists arrived. The 
junction of these two roads is Darnestown.

Later in the 1700s, it would appear a third road 
emanated from Darnestown and extended to the area 
now known as Rockville. It is unclear, but seems 
unlikely the original Road from Georgetown to the 
Mouth of the Monocacy went through Rockville. The 
Rockville area land began to be patented in the early 
1700s and by the mid-1700s permanent structures 
appeared. In the later part of the 1700s the area grew 
rapidly after being named the county seat of newly 
created Montgomery County. The Rockville area 
was then mostly known as Montgomery Court House 
until its formal naming as Rockville in county land 
records on July 16, 1803.

A portion 
of 1794 
*ULI¿WK�
map
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7KH������*ULI¿WK�PDS�RI�0DU\ODQG�FOHDUO\�VKRZV�
the current distinctive Darnestown Road (MD-28) 
shape as it was formed by the road to Montgomery 
Court House (labelled Montgomery C.H.) and the 
western portion of the road from Georgetown to the 
Mouth of Monocacy.

The People
In 1749 Ninian Beall1 (pronounced “bell”) patented 
land called Barren Hill just north of Seneca 
Creek and west of MD-118 between what is now 
Germantown and Darnestown. Beall also amassed 
extensive land holdings all around the junction 
totaling over two thousand acres much of which 
went to his children and their spouses. Beall’s wife 
was named Mary and they had eight children.

Two of the Beall’s daughters settled in what is now 
Darnestown. Ruth Beall married Charles Gassaway 
(d 1816). The Gassaways were a prominent family 
in Anne Arundel County. Charles acquired extensive 
land around Darnestown and served as a Captain in 
the Militia and as coroner for the county.

The Gassaways built and settled in a house and 
land that came to be known as Pleasant Hills. The 
house was built on land originally patented as Mount 
Pleasant and contained the junction that was to 
become Darnestown. The Gassaways had six children. 
One of their daughters was Elizabeth Gassaway.

The Gassaway family sold the property in 1829. 
Pleasant Hills still stands today on Kelley Farm 
Drive and the current owners operate a small farm 
(pleasanthillsfarm.com). Kelley Farm Drive is 
named after the family who purchased the homestead 
in 1868 and operated it for generations. During the 
1970s most of the land surrounding the core twenty 
acres was sold off to developers.

Ruth’s sister Eleanor Beall married Zachariah 
Offutt. Zachariah obtained extensive land holdings 
including his homestead, part of which became the 
Nathan Allnutt Farm and then the Darby/Kramm 
Farm at 15800 Darnestown Road across from Black 
Rock Road and Bellingham Drive. The Offuts had 
eight children.

Third generation Zachariah Offutt came 
to what is now the Darnestown area about 
1772. He married a local girl, Eleanor Beall, 
daughter of Ninian Beall, and settled nearby. 
He accumulated considerable property. 

About 1802 or 1803, he built a large brick 
house on his “Petersburgh” tract for one 
of his sons, Andrew. This is now part of the 
present-day Windridge Farm, the home of 
Barbara and the late Thompson Butz.
6RXUFH��1DQF\�+RXVWRQ�-XQH������The Little Acorn p14, 
reprint of a March 1987 The Little Acorn article. Nancy 
Houston did extensive research work on Darnestown’s 
history and was an active member of the Darnestown 
Historical Society.

The Town and the Year 1803
In 1798 William Darne established himself near 
the junction by marrying Elizabeth Gassaway; 
daughter of Ruth and Charles Gassaway and maternal 
granddaughter of Mary and Ninian Beall. The 
Gassaways lived on and owned the land containing 
the junction. Elizabeth and William lived on the 
Gassaway land near or at the junction. Soon afterward 
the junction took on Darne’s name. The Darnes had 
¿YH�FKLOGUHQ��:LOOLDP�ZDV�D�FRXQW\�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�WR�
the state legislature, on the board of the C&O Canal 
&RPSDQ\��DQG�D�-XVWLFH��2Q�KLV�PDUULDJH�FHUWL¿FDWH��LQ�
the census, and in legal documents William sometimes 
listed his last name as Darnes.

John Candler also established himself in the area. 
John Candler (b 1779 d 1833) married Adelaide 
Sarah Hays (b 1785 d 1854) of Barnesville in 1804. 
They had ten children. John was a Postmaster, tavern 
owner, and merchant in Darnestown.

The 1800 Census shows the Darne, Candler, 
Gassaway, and Offutt households all in the vicinity.

,Q�������D�SRVW�RI¿FH�QDPHG�'DUQHV�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�
with John Candler as the Postmaster. By 1823, the 
QDPH�RI�WKH�SRVW�RI¿FH�ZDV�FKDQJHG�WR�'DUQHVWRZQ��
While Darnestown has never been incorporated or 
RI¿FLDOO\�µHVWDEOLVKHG¶��WKHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�LPSRUWDQW�
historical dates that could be used to justify a 
year for the “beginning the Darnestown”. The 
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�D�SRVW�RI¿FH�LQ������GHPRQVWUDWHV�
DQ�RI¿FLDO�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�YLOODJH�
at the junction of Seneca and Georgetown to Mouth 
of Monocacy Roads. Named after Darnes, the post 
RI¿FH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�VHHPHG�WKH�PRVW�YLDEOH�GDWH�WKDW�
Darnestown became a village—1803.
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DCA 2020 Membership
BUSINESS ($250)
Larry Akinde, Allstate 

Insurance & Financial 
Services 

Bretton Woods  
Recreation Center

Brezovec and Associates
Michael D Fox, Realtor, 

Compass
Darnestown Smiles
Guardians Complete  

Land Care
John & Toby Mattingly 
McConnell Heating &  

A/C, Inc.
Mercer Goods
Noahs’ Preferred Properties 

Management Co
Preferred Insurance  

Solutions LLC
Smokey Glen Farm
Stiles Dentistry 
SwimLabs Swim School
Valerie Fuster, Realtor, Long & 

Foster Real Estate, Inc. 
Valley Mill Camp
Whitman Summer Camp
Windridge Vineyards LLC

ACORN ($150)
Matt & Heather Ahrens
Graham & Susan Allaway
Amir Assili, Carolyn,  

Thomas, Lily
Peter & Irene Bjerke
Ted & Trish Blake
Michael & Aubrey Ciatto
David Clark
Chris & Mary Collins
Bobby Deonarine
Jane & Ray Dickler
Louise Evans
Selig S. Merber &  

Andera Grant
Paul & Holly Klee
Brian Klick
David & Sandy Lenhoff
Phil Levinton & Robin Gross
Allan Luke
Ashot & Maryna Mirzaians
Phil & Jocelyn Mostrom
Christine Mourtoupalas &  

Edward ODay

Troike Family
Paul & Mary Pegnato
Ed & Sue Rall; Jan Larowe
Craig & Michelle Rathbone
Mark & Heather Reichardt
Kevin & Linda Ricci
Fran & Joe Rothenberg
David & Catalina Sandoval
Benjamin & Dr. Lindsey Saul
Joe & Morgan Schauder
Rob & Reece Scheer
Seneca Academy
Everett & Linda Weaver
Dieter & Cynthia Willkomm

SPONSOR ($100)
Joan Abell & Bill Bowman
Fay & Isaac Adato
Matt Davis & Patricia Albrecht
Guy Armantrout &  

Susan Keyes
Dave & Laura Bivans
Dave & Janet Buchanan
Heidi Clemmer &  

Greg Sullivan
Greg & Aimee Conroy
Don Crehan
Scott & Kendra Damiecki
Monica & Dan Dean
Denise Dombay
Margery Edmundson
Shau Jun Fan
David & Elizabeth Fitzgerald
Barton J Gershen
Larry & Marilee Giebel
Elizabeth & Steve Girand
Maria Claudia Gomez
Don & Debbie Hamberger
Peter & Summer Hardinge
Mr. & Mrs. Helmbrecht
Marcos & Kate Hsu
Ben & Kelley Jamieson
Susan Kick
Sandy & Terry Killen
Peter & Mary Lalos
Brian & Tracy Long
Brad & Liz Long
John L. & Carol T. Martin
Michael & Diane McDowell
Rick Mead & Loretta Favret
Brian & Maya Miloski
Rick & Reine Moore

Scott & Melissa Mostrom
Kevin & Beth O’Connell
Geraldine Oehl
Charlie & Tina Petzold
Scott & Barbara Plumer
Sue Emerson & Robert Purcell
Ki & Asiya Robbins
Michael & Linda Roberts
Petra Roman
Mark & Lindsey Roschewski
Eric Smart
Fran Soistman
Matt Suissa & Bryan Catalano
Betty Sweet
Jim Weiss & Rosetta Cavallo
Tom & Janet Wheeler
Beth & Elihu Zimet

FRIEND ($50)
Richard H. Adamson
Edward & Christy Adelman
Kathy & Neil Agate
The Apgar Family
Paul & Peg Arnold
Matt & Sara Bechard
Marvin & Sharon Beitler
Ron & Sue Betson
David & Nancy Bond
Delwin & Alicia Brockett
Jeff & Tara Bryson
Benjamin & Christina Buchta
Cyndi & Larry Cain
Gian Paolo & Anna Maria 

Cantarella
Robert & Lucille Carroll
Sean & Sharon Cassidy 
Chris & Karrie Cerone
Ron Chesemore & Sue Tayman
Ruth Choi
Chowdhury Family
Francesca Cimino
Jim & Jeanne Coley
Sam & Kathleen Coriell
Melissa Damschroder &  

Chris Slavin
Michael Davis & Laure 

McClure
Cliff Dean & Janice Raburn
Tom & Cindy Deoudes
Joseph & Carmen DiPietro
Ted & Sophie Dmuchowski
Keith & Marilyn Donson

Steve & Kathy Ellis
Tom & Chris Engleman
Thomas & Barbara Feliu
Eileen & Bill Fishbein
Phil & Valerie Fuster
Brett & Marykay Gamma
Joe & Pooja Gardemal
Andrew & Teresa Gerber
Darci Glass-Royal
Patrick & Yooyoung Lee
Bobbie Goldstein
Mary & Jeff Goodie
Jeff & Sandy Goodman
Tom & Kelly Greenawalt
Mark & Stephanie Gustavson
Doug & Mitzi Harlor
Jack & Peggy Hart 
Allen Hefner
Karen & Erik Hinrichsen
Paul Hobelmann &  

Mindy Willer
Lindsey Hoggle
Steve & Jill Holmes
Takao & Hiroko Ikegami
Paul & Jean Irwin
Warren & Daniela Jacobs
Eric & Kristin Jodts
Katie  &  Russell Johnson
Isabelle & Kevin Juhring
Dick & Jean Jurgena
John & Tina Kalil
Rob & Carol Kasunic
Edward & Janice Kelley
Mike & Jackie King
Kevin & Krista Kirk
Kirk Kley
Stephanie & Jon Kunkle
Rebecca Landon &  

the Tzou Tzoo
Irene Lavorini
Marjorie Leach
Jason & Denise Levis
Wenmei Li
Don & Mary Lindberg
David Schwab & Tina Lustre
Mike & Marti McAllister
Keith & Therese McAllister
Joe & Carrie McIntyre
Jamie & Joel Miller
Susan & Michael Moses
Mark & Vicki Mostrom
Tim & Caitlin Mueller
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Continued on Page 14

Meet Our New  
Business Members

Larry Akinde
Allstate Insurance

It is a great joy and pleasure to be 
part of this wonderful, friendly and 
quiet community since October 
2017 as a Financial & Insurance 
Professional with Allstate. I recently 
became a business member of  

DCA at the invitation and recommendation of good 
friends and business associates, Nick & Rachel 
Petruccelli.

I feel immense gratitude to all members and 
residents of this close-knit society for visiting and 
reaching out to our agency at the Darnestown Center 
for past few months.

As a reminder, at Allstate, we help families and 
businesses alike to grow and protect all that matters 
to you, i.e. auto, homeowners, business, life and 
retirement through education and a well-rounded 
¿QDQFLDO�JXLGDQFH��,Q�WKH�FXUUHQW�HFRQRPLF�DQG�
¿QDQFLDO�FOLPDWH��,�FDQQRW�ZDLW�WR�PHHW�DQG�VKDUH�RXU�
knowledge to cultivate educated consumers in all of 
Darnestown. We work hard for our money; we will 
ensure your money and resources work harder for 
you and your family. 

Jon & Lauren Mullen
Mike & Shelley Nasso
Phil & Cathy Newman
Tram Nguyen & Alex Cook
Eugenio Cerutti &  

Sarah O’Byrne
Frank & Suzanne Osborn
Dave & Ginny Owen
Joanna Watson &  

Diane Palmeri
David & Holly Parker
Dr. Gabriel &  

Rachel Petruccelli
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas 

Petruccelli
Jeff & Emily Popera
Adriana & Paul 

Quattrociocchi
Matthew & Sue Quinn
Robert Randall
Devereaux Raskauskas
Alexander Ratnofsky
Hugh & Elaine Rial
Mary & Jimmy Rill
Paul & Mia Robben
Maria Roe
Francis & Maria Romero
Doug & Jill Ross
The Roth Family
Larry & Carole Ruhland
Jim Lykins &  

Susanna Sammons
Tim & Katie Sanders
Jim & Kathleen Savitz
Mr. & Mrs. Blyden Scale
The Schiff Family
Lydia & Paul Schindler
Lothar Schuettler &  

Gretchen Carroll
Cary Silverman & Robin Lang
Bob & Kathleen Sliwiak
Gerald & Roberta Solis
Carl Spongberg & Jan Micare
Terry & Linda Sweeny
Ruth & Mark Sweet
Andy & Christina Swick
Douglas & Bridgette Theurer
Sonny & Sunita Tohan
Winter & Corrine Troxel
Jim & Karen Veirs
Mike & Jenny Verkouteren
Eric & Gwendolyn Vitale
Stephen & Debbie Waechter
Jay Wallace & Ursula Kattner
Tom & Michelle Wentz

Jeff & Kristin Wharton
James & Nea Wheeler
Mark & Peggy White
Bud & Jackie Wildman
Gene & Laura Wilkes
Carl & Fe Wlotzko
Bettye Wolf
Stacey & Derek Woodward
Celia Xue
Scott & Tracy Youngman
Robert & Debra Zaner
Walter Ziffer
Shawn & Shida Ziglari

MEMBER ($35)
Hans Ahn
Kathy Alexander & Leo Eskin
Camilla Lund Andersen
Jeff Anderson
Rosemary S. Anderson
John Eric Andrews
John & Cheryl Armentrout
Amy & George Arvantides
Pam & Bob Baer
)ORUHQFLR�	�-RVH¿QD�

Ballestero
Dara & David Giffen
Susan Barbieri-Hess
Will & Jane Becker
Anne Bird
Marc & Robin Blass
Nicole Bleckwenn
Christopher J Borgdan
Terry Boldt
Bonilla & Thornberry
Peter Boyd & Ellen Klosson
Kevin & Ivi Bradley
Miles & Marie-Claire Braun
Joe & Nancy Briggs
RoseMarie & Jeff Briggs
Roy & Sharon Brooks
Lawrence & Jiraphan Brown
Holly & Paul Buehler
Nicki Bunting
Mark Calis
Paris & Courtney Capalupo
Erik & Laura Carlson
Peter & Lisa Carothers
Sindy & Frank Carpency
Brad & Carol Carter
Mario & Deanne Cellarosi
Darrell & Becky Cheripko
Richard Chiapparoli
Steve & Bobbi Christiansen
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Lowell F. Christy
Larry & Sue Ciolorito
R. C. Clark
Jay & Lori Clogg
Janice Coe & Keith Sinner
3DXO�	�6WHSKDQLH�&RI¿Q
Humberto Collado
Kevin & Amber Colleran
Bob & Beth Collins
Thomas & Carolyn Conlan
William Connors
Antonio & Kimberly Conte
Roger & Alice Cooper
Michael & Veronica Cooper
Janet & Frank Cornelius
Robert Cornelsen
Julie & Scott Cress
Randy & Liz Crow
Madeline & Steve D’Alessio
Karen & David Danoff
Farhad & Julie Anne Dastvan
Nancy & Fernando de Almeida
Kenneth & Mary Alice Deahl
Mark & Tara Deane
Jacob DeBruin
Jim & Pam Del Vecchio
Steve & Carole DeMinco
Anil & Sarala Dhingra
Joeseph & Karen Dipeppe
Ed & Pat Dolan
Ruth & Chuck Duval
E Worth & Karen Edwards
Rich & Janice Edwing
Cindy & Mark Eldridge
Steve & Sylvia Ellis
Dave & Beth Erdman
Rosemary Eshman
Ron & Nancy Farhood
Jean Felts
Robert & Christa Fenimore
Ken & Fran Finkelstein
Liesel & Bill Flaig
K Fletcher
David Flinchum
Diana & Tim Foley
John Fox
Ingrid Fraley
Hal & Laurie Freed
Cliff & Lorice Frost
Beth Garagusi
James Garner
Paul & Beth Gaukler
Joe & Dee Gazda
Warren & Anita Goldshine
Bob Goren & Marlynn Goren

Michael & Sue Gottlieb
Kent A. Goulding
Leslie & Brian Grant
Amy & Len Gross
Dinesh & Manju Gupta
Henry & Patty Hairston
Matthew & Hilarie Hall
Jim & Lynn Hall
William Halpern &  

Naomi Weiss
Becky & Kevin Hanley
David & Louise Hannam
Bill Harral
David B. Harrison
Karl & Anna Heineman
Laurence & Carol Hobbes
Mary Horwitz & Cagle Fair
Gerald & Elvira Hroblak
Clayton & Kristen Huntley
Said & Feri Jahanmir
Craig Jakubowics
Eric & Diane James
Bandele & Kathleen  

Jeffrey-Coker
Peter Johnson &  

Andi Dennison
Bonnie & Bob Johnson
Steve & Bernadette Jolles
Tom & Liz Jordan
Stacia & Joe Joyce
Tara & Jerry Kavadias
Nancy Keshishian
Nannette & Joel King
Ed & Betsy Kingman
Celia & David Boulton
George & Kumi Kinoshita
Jack & Linda Knowles
John & Sabrina Kontner
Brent & Nooshin Kostkowski
The Koundinya Family
Anita (Bunny) Kowalski
Edward Krawiec
Gerry & Bonnie Kunkel
Tim & Kathy Kurkjian
John LaBarge
Brendan & Bonnie Lane
John & Nancy Larue
Richard & Nicole Latimer
Layn Family
Kenneth & Carolyn Lebsock
Le Lemon
Bill & Julie LeWarne
Michael Liebow
Allison Linnell
Bonnie & Michael Lippe

Mike & Deb Loftus
Tom & Betty Loggia
Natalia & Nikolay Lorinkov
John Lubenetski
South & Joanne Lynn
Tamara Lyons
Scott & Mindy MacGriff
Peirce & Melbalynn Cook
Harold & Christine Manger
Evelyn Manley
Kathleen McConnell
Sandy McDougall
Joyce  McMillen
David & Lemmetta McNeilly
Lynn (Carolyn) Meister
Pam & Steve Mendelsohn
Arjun & Anurita Mendhiratta
Mark Menzel
Julie & Jason Mikalis
C. Milburn
Chris & Elizabeth Miller
Matt & Courtney Millin
Charles & Nancy Moles
Shelton & Lauren Mooney
Barton & Gail Moorstein
Barbara Morrison
Dr. Johny & Mariam Motran
Shaheen & Christina Mozaffari
Mr. & Mrs. Y Mozaffari
Jerome & Marshae Murrell
Joel & Barbara Mylebust
Arwah & Vibha Nayar
Rebecca & Shane Neff
Mort & Masie Neufville
Ivan Black & Taeko Noguchi 
Scott & Cindy Norcross
Megan Nuell
Victor Omelchenko
Audra Oneil
Karen & James Otis
Roger & Linda Oxley
Carol & Ray Palfrey
Pranav & Niyati Pandya
Matthew & Jennifer Patner
Rajiv and Leena Paul
Steven Paul & Sandy Brodie
Dereck & Sharlene Paul
Todd & Sandy Pearce
David & JoAnn Pearcy
David & Karyn Peatross
Edwin & Martha Pechous
Paul & Lurline Peeler
Kathleen Petro &  

Marty Riskam
James & Brenda Pettry

Robert & Mariana Phifer
Bill & Jane Phillips
Deno & Mary Photinakis
Wendy & Dan Pinchas
Travis & Clare Pincoski
Gail & Peter Plamondon
Charles & Smriti Popenoe
Martha Popovic
Shirley Poss
Jim & Judy Potter
Pam Powers & Clay Hough
Vicky Prasad 
Debby Price
Stephen & Lindsay Probus
David & Susan Quackenbush
Sharon & David Queen
Kathleen Rapp
Jeanne Rathsack
Marc & Nilou Razeghi
Nicole Reap
Brian & Amy Reed
Nancy & Jerry Reed
Harry & Carolyn Ridenour
Jane & Tim Riggott
William E. Rinehart
Tomas & Suvimol Riojas
David & Caitlin Rogers
Carlene Roggin
Michael & Laurie Romanoff
Dan & Diane Romney
David & Lisa Ruf
Jackie Ryan
John & Terry Sabin
Ann & Hem Satsangi
Vijay & Meena Sazawal
Nick & Kate Scaletta
Jerry Scanlan
Tom & Sarah Scherer
Paul & Janene Schlichting
Rick & Carol Schnatz
Gary & Joyce Schumacher
Frederick & Peri Schuyler
Joe & Sharon Scopin
Amanda & Kieran Seebadan
Jagmohan & Vijay Seoni
Geza & Margaret Serenyi
Peter Shanley
William & Maryann Sharp
Robert & Linda Shaver
Kim Shedd & Eric Steel
Roger & Carol Shenton
Stanley & Helen Sherman
Don & Mary Sherman
Robert W. Sherrin
Mike & Kelly Shotwell
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DCA Membership Renewal / Application Form
0HPEHUVKLS�&DWHJRU\��SOHDVH�FKHFN�RQH���R Basic $35    R Friend $50    R Sponsor $100    R Acorn $150
3OHDVH�LQGLFDWH�KRZ�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�KDYH�\RXU�QDPH�V��DSSHDU�LQ�WKH�DQQXDO�PHPEHUVKLS�OLVWLQJ�� 
�LI�\RX�OHDYH�WKH�OLQH�EODQN�ZH�ZLOO�XVH�\RXU�¿UVW�DQG�ODVW�QDPHV��WR�RSW�RXW�VHH�EHORZ�� 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

)LUVW�1DPH�� _____________________________________ � /DVW�1DPH�� _________________________________________

6SRXVH�3DUWQHU�)LUVW�1DPH�� ________________________ � 6SRXVH�3DUWQHU�/DVW�1DPH�� ____________________________

6WUHHW�$GGUHVV�� _________________________________________________________________________________________

&LW\�� _________________________________________________ �6WDWH���____________ � =LS�&RGH�� __________________

3KRQH�1XPEHU�V��� ______________________________________________________________________________________

�VW�(�PDLO�$GGUHVV�� _____________________________________________________________________________________

�QG�(�PDLO�$GGUHVV�� _____________________________________________________________________________________

0DNH�&KHFN�3D\DEOH�WR�� �Darnestown Civic Association  
0DLO�WR�� � � 14132 Darnestown Road, Suite B 
    Darnestown, MD 20874

The following section allows you to opt-out of having information related to your members published by the DCA. If you would 
like your information listed in The Little Acorn or in a DCA Directory you can skip this section.

The DCA publishes a list of our paid members in The Little Acorn, please check below if you do not want your  
LQIRUPDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�

R DO NOT publish my name in the Little Acorn membership listing.
The DCA occasionally publishes a directory for its membership, please check below if you do not want your information 
SURYLGHG�

R  DO NOT publish my name and contact information in the DCA directory.
Emails are not published and only used to communicate DCA related information with our community.

Sheila & Vinod Shukla
Nadia & Larry Skiscim
Ruta & Tomas Skucas
R. Michael & Ann Sly
Jeff & Merikay Smith
Midge Smith
Phillis Smith
Bob & Mary Sonken
Rich & Aracelis Spaulding
Tammy St. Laurent &  

Mark Kennedy
Jim & Peggy Stachura
Dettie Stack
Stephen & Jeanette Staton
James & Stacy Steinberg

Ursula & Paul Rivers;  
Jessica Stephens

Kevin & Mona Stewart
Rick & Lida Stifel
Mr. & Mrs. Stinner
Brad & Theresa Stone
Shibani & Balu Subramanya
Katharine & Bill Sutliff
Steven Swartz &  

Mary Lou Jones
Michael & Arlene Szwed
John & Tamara Tabor
Maria & Matt Theurer
Scott Tompkins
Michael & Virginia Tony
Jane & Clark Torell

Quoc Tran
John & Catherine Trizzino
Peter & Veronica Tunon
Heru Tynes-Mboye
Noel & Neil Tyra
Gina Tyshing
Syd & Jing Ulvick
Erwin & Andree Villiger
Scott & Amy Vincent
Steven & Ernette Wagner
Joeseph & Erica Walther
Kevin & Jennifer Warne
Jeffrey & Natalie Watkins
Dean & Lisa Watts
Tom & Michele Weaverling
Linda & Dave Weiss

Elaine White
A & K Whitford
Tim & Dirce Wiegand
Cindy & Bill Williams
Danee Wilson
Rob & Diane Woods
Ralph & Judy Wright
Steven & Carla Yegher
Larry & Christine Youngblut
Matt Zappone
Maryam Zavar &  

Sohrab Zarrabian 
Abe Zeitoun
Zic Family
Robert and Linda Zweibel

Don’t see your name here? The best way to join is to use the online membership form at darnestowncivic.org. This will insure the 
information is correct, but if you prefer snail mail, please use the form below. 
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Organizations

DarneBloomers Garden Club
By Lisa Ann Ruf

The DarneBloomers Garden Club concluded its 
last meeting of our year at The Philadelphia Flower 
Show on March 5th. A bus was chartered to take our 
members and their guests. Thank you to our hostesses, 
Carol Gimmel, Merikay Smith, Marie Stiles, Elizabeth 
Weaver and Summer Hardinge. The Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society (PHS) staged the annual 
ZRUOG�FODVV�ÀRUDO�VKRZ�ZLWK�DQ�DPD]LQJ�VSHFWDFOH�
RI�VSHFLPHQ�ÀRZHUV�DQG�SODQWV��GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��
and exhibits. This year’s celebration was about the 
JDUGHQV�DQG�ÀRZHUV�RI�7KH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�DQG�7KH�
Riviera. Next year’s Philadelphia Flower Show will 
have the theme “Habitat” and run from March 6-14, 
2021. According to Jenny Rose Carey of the PHS, 
“The theme will revolve around the trendy topic 
of pollinator gardening and other wildlife-friendly 
techniques.” This topic has been presented to our club 
many times in the past, and will also be a topic for our 
future programs.

In April, while adhering 
to Governor Hogan’s 
Executive Orders, we 
were able to still enjoy 
a hands-on program 
with the help of the 
April Hostesses and 
our program sponsor, The Good Earth Nursery. 
The Good Earth Nursery provided an instructional 
video and DIY Spring Planter Kits for pick-up, 
and members were able to enjoy creating a planter 
box for their homes. It was a welcome respite of 
creativity and beauty in an uncertain time. Thank 
you to Joy Strickler and her fellow hostesses, Tamara 
Lyons, Leslie Grant, & Mitzi Brooks. It was lovely 
for all of our members to have a little spring in our 
homes and in our step!

A huge thank you to Technology Chairwoman Jan 
Micare for our newly updated website. You can still 
¿QG�XV�DW�darnebloomers.com. She has created a 
lovely new interface to show you who we are, our 
mission, and our plans for the future. Our September 
program is in place and we are looking forward to 

another fun and creative 
year. Gardening is your 
power to create a beautiful 
healthier world for all of  
us. Happy Gardening to  
you all.

Contingency Summer of 2020!
Stay Informed, Stay Safe

By Aleks Schiff

With the current state of our world, planning for 
6XPPHU������KDYH�EHHQ�GLI¿FXOW��WR�VD\�WKH�OHDVW��
We are constantly updating 
our members on the latest 
contingency plans and are 
keeping costs down by doing 
only the minimum critical 
preparations we need to do, 
which are required for us to 
open as soon as we get the 
green light.

We are constantly thinking about our Tennis, 
Pickleball, Swim, Camp Green Zone, and Social 
programming! Our wonderful directors, coaches 
and staff has been posting fun videos, activities, 
and information on social media, so make sure you 
connect to us and participate. And, check our website 
for the latest information! dsrclub.com

For a fun outdoor activity, our Disc Golf Course 
remains open and is easy and fun for the whole family!

Connect with the Club and Stay in the Know! 
)DFHERRN��@DarnestownSwimRacquetClub 
,QVWDJUDP��@DSRClub 
dsrclub.com 

15004 Spring Meadows Dr., Darnestown, MD 20874 
301.330.1340, GM@dsrclub.com

We are getting the pool 
ready for any scenario we 
may encounter. 
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Darnestown Presbyterian Church
By Larry Ciolorito

LIVE-STREAMING ON YOUTUBE 
We cannot meet in person right now, so we now live-
stream our 11 a.m. Sunday service on YouTube. 
<RX�FDQ�VXEVFULEH�WR�RXU�<RX7XEH�FKDQQHO��youtube.
com/channel/UCL30udK1ZD_lWit5-Bqh9Mg. 
Or, just search “Darnestown Presbyterian Church” 
RQ�<RX7XEH��DQG�\RX¶OO�HDVLO\�¿QG�RXU�OLYH�VWUHDP��
which begins promptly at 11a.m. And yes, services do 
include some music (turns out there’s an app for that!).

OUR NEW CAMPUS:  
READY WHEN WE ARE!  
OK, so we never anticipated a situation in which 
our new campus and sanctuary would be ready, 
but attendees would not—irony lives in the age 
RI�&RYLG�����$V�WKH�SKRWR�VKRZV��ZH�¿QDOO\�KDYH�
new pews installed, and our new organ is next. Our 
renovated campus is now more interconnected, 
has expanded worship space, more expansive 
welcoming/gathering space, and is fully ADA 
compliant. It will be ready when we are—and we 
can’t wait to show it to you!

INTRODUCTORY EVENTS  
(WELL, MAYBE NOT) 
Obviously, we’ve had to do a total rethink on how 
and when to welcome you to our new facilities. But 
patience is a virtue…especially when there’s no 
alternative! You will eventually have an opportunity 
to tour our new campus and attend worship services. 
3OHDVH�FRQWLQXH�WR�FKHFN�RXU�ZHESDJH�IRU�XSGDWHV��
darnestownpc.org/. 

School News Church News

Butler Montessori
By Miki Boulin

Celebrating 50 Years
We’re excited to announce that Butler 
Montessori turns 50 in October 2020! 
We want to thank our Darnestown 
community for being part of our 

journey. In recognition of this special milestone, 
we’ll be celebrating in many ways throughout the 
year. We’d love for our Darnestown neighbors to join 
us. Learn more at ButlerSchool.org/community

Summer Solution: Butler Camp in a Box!!
Looking for something camp-tastic 
for your child in June? Launching 
June 12 to camp families and the 
local Darnestown community, 
Camp in a Box contains fun arts and 
crafts activities that’ll keep your 
camper busy. The box also includes 
video tutorials, music classes and 
more! These limited-time boxes 
can be delivered to our Darnestown 
neighbors at no additional charge. 

Camp in a Box is recommended for kids ages 4-8 
(with some supervision required). Not only are you 
VXSSRUWLQJ�D�ORFDO�QRQ�SUR¿W��EXW�\RX¶UH�JLYLQJ�
your child a piece of camp at home. Learn more at 
ButlerSchool.org/campbox

Georgetown Hill
By Nicole Reap

As our community copes with COVID-19, we at 
Georgetown Hill Early School want you to know that 
we are continuing to nurture our young learners! Our 
teachers and staff are engaged with our scholars on 
a daily basis through Zoom classes, Facetime, small 
group sessions, and one-on-one time. We continue 
to provide creative learning experiences and social 
opportunities for our little ones! This is a great 
opportunity to engage your preschooler with our 
loving faculty! Please contact us at darnestown@
georgetownhill.com for learning opportunities. Stay 
safe and healthy!

St. Nicholas Episcopal Church
Worship�RQ�6XQGD\V�DW�������DP 
St. Nicholas Facebook Live & Zoom 
facebook.com/SaintNicks/

To receive the Zoom information please connect to 
St. Nicholas at saintnicks.com/

Monday Night Yoga is also being held via Zoom. 
For more information email Rev. Beth at  
Rector@saintnicks.com.
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Business Directory
Looking for a local business? The generosity of these local businesses helps to pay for the printing and distribution 
of The Little Acorn. You can also access the listing on our website under the Community Information tab.

Allstate | Insurance & Financial Services 
14100 Darnestown Road, Suite D, Darnestown 
301-670-4150, larryakinde@allstate.com

Bretton Woods | Recreation Center 
15700 River Rd, Darnestown 
(301) 948-3357, bwrc.org

Brezovec and Associates 
15120 Water Oak Dr, Darnestown 
301-300-6279, michael.brezovec@gmail.com

Michael D. Fox | Real Estate 
Compass Real Estate 
14100 Darnestown Rd, Darnestown 
301-938-3148, mikefoxrealtor@gmail.com

Darnestown Smiles | Family Dentistry 
14128 Darnestown Rd, Darnestown 
240-477-8251, mail@darnestownsmiles.com

Guardians Complete Land Care | Landscaping 
14119 Seneca Road, Darnestown 
240-328-5805, steve@guardianslandcare.com

McConnell Heating & A/C, Inc.  
HVAC Installation and Service 
14701 Poplar Hill Rd, Darnestown 
��������������RI¿FH#PFFRQQHOOKYDF�FRP

Mercer Goods 
Scott Vuocolo 
15600 Indian Run Ct, Gaithersburg 
609-647-6830 | scott@mercergoods.com

Noahs’ Preferred Properties | Real Estate 
313 Main St, Kentlands 
301-674-0990, jnoah@noahsproperties.com

Preferred Insurance Solutions  
Auto, Home and Business Insurance 
20030 Century Blvd, Ste. 201, Germantown 
301-428-3344 
ins@preferredinsurancesolutions.com

Secco Plus Cleaners, Inc | Dry Cleaning 
14100 Darnestown Rd, Ste. A, Darnestown 
301-869-5400

Smokey Glen Farm | Event Facilities and BBQs 
������5LIÀHIRUG�5G��'DUQHVWRZQ 
301-948-1518 
jsweet@smokeyglenfarm.com

Stiles Dentistry | Dentist 
333 Main St, Gaithersburg 
301-947-6900, smile@stilesdentistry.com

SwimLabs Swim School 
353 Muddy Branch Rd, Gaithersburg 
240-801-4518, ddombay@swimlabs.com

Valerie Fuster | REALTOR® 
Long and Foster, Inc. 
10200 River Rd, Potomac  
�������������RI¿FH 
301-980-3083 direct, valerie@lnf.com

Valley Mill Camp 
15101 Seneca Rd, Darnestown 
301-948-0220, evelyn@valleymill.com

Whitman Summer Camp 
14131 Seneca Rd, Darnestown  
301-820-8008 
whitmansummercamp@gmail.com

Windridge Vineyards Farm | Farm, Winery 
PO Box 149, Adamstown 
301-607-4399, robert@windridgefarm.com

Interested in joining this list?
%XVLQHVV�PHPEHUV�UHFHLYH�

•  a listing in the Business Directory section 
of four issues of the TLA

•  a logoed, linkable listing on our web site 
Business Directory tab for twelve months  

•  a listing in the all members listing 
published in the June TLA

Please use our online application form  
darnestowncivic.org.
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Service Providers

To be included on this list in the next issue of The Little Acorn, 
please email your contact information including your year of birth 
to Acorn@darnestowncivic.org before August 1, 2020. Please let 
us know if you no longer want to be listed. Of course, for those over 
21, you may be listed as an adult. We reserve this listing for those 
who are members of the DCA. A great reason to join! Please note 
that babysitters and mother’s helpers must be under 21 to be listed.

Babysitters & Mother’s Helpers
Melissa Szwed (2004) 
301-519-0645

Ashley Mostrom (2003) 
240-277-8526

House/Pet Sitters
Jonas Skucas (2005)  
301-525-2501

Darius Skucas (2002) 
301-525-2728

Notary Services
Laura Bivans  
301-977-4734

Tina Kalil  
301-943-9840

Elisa Lane  
301-990-2993

Schools
Butler Montessori School 
15951 Germantown Road 
Darnestown, MD 20874 
301-977-6600
Circle School/Seneca Academy 
15601 Germantown Road 
Darnestown, MD 20874 
301-869-3728
Darnestown Elementary School 
15030 Turkeyfoot Road 
Darnestown, MD 20878 
301-548-4260
Jones Lane Elementary School 
15110 Jones Lane 
Darnestown, MD 20878 
301-840-8160
Lakelands Park Middle School 
1200 Main Street 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
301-670-1400
Mary of Nazareth School 
14131 Seneca Road 
Darnestown, MD 20874 
301-869-0940 
maryofnazareth.org
Northwest High School 
12501 Richter Farm Road 
Germantown, MD 20874 
301-601-4660
Quince Orchard High School 
15800 Quince Orchard Road 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
301-840-4686

Organizations
Boy Scout Troop 1094 
sm@troop1094.org
Darne Bloomers Garden Club 
darnebloomers.com
Darnestown Civic Association 
14132B Darnestown Road 
Darnestown, MD 20874 
darnestowncivic.org

Darnestown Swim  
and Racquet Club 
15004 Spring Meadows Drive 
Darnestown, MD 20885 
301-330-1340, dsrclub.com 
gm@dsrclub.com

Churches
Darnestown  
Presbyterian Church 
15120 Turkey Foot Road 
Darnestown, MD 20878 
301-948-9127 
darnestownpc.org 
dpchurch@comcast.net
Fairhaven United  
Methodist Church 
Rev. Kenneth Hawes 
12801 Darnestown Road 
Darnestown, MD 20874 
301-330-5433

Our Lady of the  
Visitation Parish 
Rev. Dr. Raymond L. Fecteau 
14139 Seneca Road 
Darnestown MD 20874 
301-948-5536 
ROYS�RUJ��SDULVKRI¿FH#ROYS�RUJ
Seneca Community Church 
Rev. Kenneth N. Nelson 
13900 Berryville Road 
Darnestown, MD 20874 
301-869-9326
St. Nicholas Episcopal Church 
Rev. Beth O’Callaghan 
15575 Germantown Road 
Darnestown, MD 20874 
240-631-2800, saintnicks.com

Darnestown Schools, Organizations & Churches
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7UXVWHHV���6FRWW�'DPLHFNL�_�WUXVWHH#GDUQHVWRZQFLYLF�RUJ 
Paul Klee | trustee@darnestowncivic.org 
Tim Sanders | trustee@darnestowncivic.org

Committee Chairs
&RPSOLDQFH��0LFKDHO�*RWWOLHE�_�FRPSOLDQFH#GDUQHVWRZQFLYLF�RUJ
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6HQHFD�)RUHVW�3URMHFW���-DPHV�:KHHOHU�_�GHHU#GDUQHVWRZQFLYLF�RUJ

6RFLDO�(YHQWV��6WHSKDQLH�.XQNOH�_�VRFLDO#GDUQHVWRZQFLYLF�RUJ

6RIWEDOO��'DYH�%LYDQV�_�VRIWEDOO#GDUQHVWRZQFLYLF�RUJ

6WUDWHJLF�3ODQQLQJ���7LP�6DQGHUV�_�VWUDWHJLFSODQQLQJ#GDUQHVWRZQFLYLF�RUJ

:HEVLWH���%HQ�-DPLHVRQ�_�ZHEVLWH#GDUQHVWRZQFLYLF�RUJ 
Neil Agate | website@darnestowncivic.org

:HOFRPH���.HQGUD�'DPLHFNL�_�ZHOFRPH#GDUQHVWRZQFLYLF�RUJ 
Maya Miloski | welcome@darnestowncivic.org

=RQLQJ��7LP�0XHOOHU�_�]RQLQJ#GDUQHVWRZQFLYLF�RUJ


