
Notes from the President
By Scott Mostrom

Back in my freshman year of college, I 
decided to sign up for a western philosophy 
class. I’m not sure why, but I guess I fig-
ured it would stay true to the “liberal arts” 

experience and fit in, though oddly, with my phys-
ics, politics, and Japanese classes. There was a lot of 
discussion on Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, as well as 
thick reading and sleepy lectures on abstract concepts 
around society, freedom, and humans’ roles in society.

Now, I did okay in college, but philosophy wasn’t my 
strong suit. I once finished up an important paper on 
“posterity” around 2 a.m.—one that I admit I’d started 
earlier that day—and was convinced (at 2 a.m. any-
way) it was truly groundbreaking material. When I got 
my grade back I realized it was not only not ground-
breaking, but I’d used the term “prosperity” instead of 
“posterity” throughout the entire paper.

One thing that really stuck with me from that though 
(along with starting papers a little earlier) was the 
concept of The Tragedy of the Commons. Quoting Ar-
istotle, it’s simply “What is common to many is taken 
least care of, for all men have greater regard for what is 
their own than for what they possess in common with 
others.” That makes sense to me and is human nature. 
We’re all going to get trash off of our own driveway 
before we start cleaning up Rt. 28.

However, there is a balance to strike and each of us 
has our own role, in our own way, in helping to take 
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care of the “commons.” I think of The Tragedy of the Commons 
often when I think about the DCA and what we do. At our core 
we are a steward and our primary role is just that—to care for 
and protect the “commons” of Darnestown. The DCA has been 
a steward for more than 50 years and the town we live in today 
is special because of the work done several decades ago and the 
work that continues to be done. 

Among those who have played an important role is Bruce Dep-
pa (for whom the DCA has a scholarship named in his memo-
ry). Bruce’s tireless work, spanning more than three decades, 
included some critical planning efforts. Along with his team at 
the time, those efforts have made Darnestown the unique, spe-
cial place—really unlike any other in the County—that we’re 
able to call home. 

Another critical planning period is upon us and over the next 
several years there will be County plans finalized for development 
and growth that, while they may not have an immediate impact, 
certainly will have a significant impact on what Darnestown looks 
like decades from now. We are also leading more immediate ef-
forts, towards the same end goal, to address road safety issues and 
key intersections in town.

Bruce had a great team back then and the DCA is fortunate to be 
amassing an incredible team now that’s already influencing the 
long-term planning drafts from the County. As a steward respon-
sible for the “commons” of Darnestown, we’re guided by the 
majority sentiment of our residents. We’ll do our best to keep you 
informed, solicit your direct input, and I encourage you to be as 
engaged as you can. We’re all in this together for Darnestown’s 
posterity … and prosperity too.

Continued from 1 Other Ways the DCA  
is Working for You

Whole of Darnestown
Community volunteer and communication 
initiatives to support the wellbeing of Dar-
nestown residents. For more details please 
visit https://darnestowncivic.org/wod/

Roads Task Force
The DCA has a group of volunteers dedi-
cated to increasing safe, healthy, equitable 
mobility for all. We want your input on 
what’s important to you. See page 1 for a 
link to the survey.

DCA Scholarship Opportunities
The DCA offers two scholarship opportu-
nities for high school seniors who reside in 
Darnestown: The Darnestown Civic Asso-
ciation (DCA) Scholarship and The Bruce 
Deppa Scholarship program. Application 
deadline was May 15th but the recipi-
ent will be announced at our June Town 
Meeting. For more details please visit  
darnestowncivic.org/dca-scholarship.

Community Events
Softball, Food Trucks, Farmers Markets and 
more. The DCA hosts community events in 
an effort to bring residents of Darnestown 
together. See pages 3-5 for details on our 
latest community events.

All DCA efforts are supported by our 
members. To become a member, please 
visit darnestowncivic.org/memberships 
or use the form on page 23.

DCA Virtual Town Meeting
June 17, 2021 • 7:30 p.m.

The link to join virtually will be available at  
www.darnestowncivic.org, by email,  

and on the Darnestown Facebook page.

The DCA is looking for a member  
to fill the Secretary position

Duties of the Secretary

• Attend, take notes, and prepare minutes of executive board 
and general meetings

• Prepare and email Action Items from executive board 
meetings

If you are interested in taking a more active role in the DCA, 
please contact dca@darnestowncivic.org.

Dust off your boots 
and save the date!

Darnestown’s  
50th Annual Hoedown  

is Friday,  
October 8, 2021

https://darnestowncivic.org/wod/
darnestowncivic.org/dca-scholarship
darnestowncivic.org/memberships
http://www.darnestowncivic.org
mailto:dca@darnestowncivic.org
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Community Interest
Darnestown Springs Into the Season!

By Stephanie Kunkle

As the weather began to warm and the cherry blossoms 
bloomed, Darnestown neighbors emerged from hiberna-
tion and started to reconnect. We were thrilled to have an 
action-packed social calendar in April as we launched our 
first ever Food Truck Thursdays. For four consecutive 
Thursdays at the Darnestown Swim and Racquet Club, 
the community came together in a socially-distanced 
manner and listened to live acoustic guitar from Dar-
nestown’s own Billy Herrington and dined on an eclectic 
variety of foods including tacos, poutine, gyros, cookies, 
African dishes, and southern-style BBQ. Kids ran around 
and adults relaxed with friends… it was a great time for 
all! In fact, we had such positive feedback that we will 
be bringing back another block of Food Truck Thursdays 
later in 2021. Stay hungry!

We continued to welcome in spring with the first 
Darnestown Artisan’s and Farmer’s Market of 2021 on 
Saturday, May 1st. We were thrilled to have over 35 
vendors offering an array of exciting items and services 
to share with their neighbors. A few highlights of the 
morning were Butler’s Orchard with their incredible se-
lection of produce; Pleasant Hills Farm’s fresh flowers 
that were picked that very morning; The Surrey dis-
playing their wide range of incredible items; handmade 
jewelry and baked goods including multiple booths 
from local teenagers, and unique woodworking furni-
ture. Every vendor offered something special creating a 

market that reminded us all what’s so special about the 
Darnestown community.

DCA Co-Ed Adult Softball is BACK!
By Dave Bivans

Like so many things over the past year, we’ve missed 
the friendly camaraderie and competition of neigh-
borhood softball up at our local Darnestown park. The 
schedule was pushed back a week in mid-April to allow 
for additional vaccinations to take hold and then a rain-
out delayed Opening Day another week. BUT that all 
changed on a partly cloudy Sunday, May 2nd with Jones 
Lane challenging the reigning, albeit 2019, DCA softball 
champion Central Darnestown Swingers (CDS). The 
game was pretty close throughout the game, but CDS 
managed a respectable 14 runs to defeat JL who tal-
lied 8. CDS were greatly aided by the sure bat of Steve 
Waechter going 4-for-4 to start the season with his usual 
1.000 batting average.

Games are set to resume May 16th and will contin-
ue into August each Sunday afternoon/evening, with 
the exception of holiday weekends. All Darnestown 
homeowners (and resident men 29+ and women 24+) 
can join a team, and ALL of Darnestown is welcome 
to cheer on their favorite squad. Please contact Dave Bi-
vans (softball@darnestowncivic.org) if you’re inter-
ested in playing or desire additional information.

SAVE THE DATE!
Molly’s 7th Annual ASAP Walk & Roll for a CURE!!! 

Has a new twist! 
COLOR SPLASH!!!!

 When:  September 18, 2021 

 Where:  Bretton Woods Recreation Center

It has been a difficult year for everyone! Let’s have a SAFE, SOCIALLY DISTANCED, MASK WORN, WALK & 
ROLL + COLOR SPLASH for a CURE!!!!!!!!

I hope to see you all on September 18th!

To register go to: https://www.wizathon.com/mollys-asap-walknroll/?p=register

To donate go to: https://www.wizathon.com/mollys-asap-walknroll/?p=sponsor&participantid=87430 

mailto:softball@darnestowncivic.org
https://www.wizathon.com/mollys-asap-walknroll/?p=register
https://www.wizathon.com/mollys-asap-walknroll/?p=sponsor&participantid=87430
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DCA Hiking Series #1  
2021 is a Wrap!

By Pam DuBois

Our “Spring Fling” hike through Blockhouse Point 
Conservation Park turned out to be another spectacular 
day. We started at the trailhead on River Road and me-
andered for a good 1.5 hours (approximately 3.5 miles). 
Our destination, Blockhouse Point along the Potomac 
River, is where Union sentries once watched from a 
blockhouse during the Civil War.

Participants included Scott Mostrom, Gretchen Brown, 
Stephanie Kunkle, Ann Satsangi, Matt Quinn, David 
Bivans and myself. Invitations to these quarterly hikes 
are sent a week or two prior via email to our membership 
and posted on Facebook. Let the DCA know your favorite 
local trails at membership@darnestowncivic.org. 

 

2021 Executive Board Elections
By Amber Colleran

In preparation for the June town meeting, in 
accordance with the bylaws, a nominating com-
mittee has been established to prepare a list of 
candidates for the DCA Executive Board. This 
year the nominating committee includes Amber 
Colleran, Pam DuBois and Guy Armantrout. 
The committee has identified the following in-
dividuals, who are interested in continuing their 
roles on the Board, however, we are still looking 
for someone to serve as Secretary. If you have 
lived in Darnestown for at least 3 years and are 
interested in taking a more active role in the 
Civic Association, please let us know by reach-
ing out to me at dca@darnestowncivic.org. The 
slate of proposed officers are:

President:  Scott Mostrom 
Vice President:  Tim Sanders 
Secretary:  VACANT 
Treasurer:  Gretchen Brown 
Trustee:   Paul Klee, Scott Damiecki, 

Stephanie Kunkle

The DCA is always looking for additional lead-
ers from our community to provide their insight 
and support for the Association. If you’re inter-
ested in becoming more engaged with the Board 
or supporting one of the committees, please let 
us know. 

Darnestown Village Center Vibe
By Pam DuBois

As part of a periodic column in The Little Acorn,  
included below is information on developments and 

businesses located in the Darnestown Village Center.

Planned Residential Development
In March, the Darnestown Civic Association (DCA) 
and several adjacent homeowners participated in a 
County required meeting to review proposed plans 
to subdivide a property prior to the owner submitting 
its Site Plan application. Located on the east side of 
Seneca Road approximately 600+ feet down from 
Darnestown Road, this 7.17-acre lot has long been 
vacant/dormant. Prior approval for a multifamily 
facility has come and gone over the past two decades, 

with market support now emerging for three new 
home sites (and a fourth on an adjacent one-acre lot). 
Though this residential use for the property conforms 
with existing zoning and the Darnestown area master 
plan (including provisions for well and septic stan-
dards), community outreach is a mandatory compo-
nent in the subdivision process. Concerns such as 
access, storm water run-off, construction issues and 
other environmental concerns were discussed during 
the pre-preliminary site plan submission meeting. 

As observed on the illustration on page 5, this draft 
Pre-Preliminary Site Plan application rendering in-
corporates a 1.5-acre forested buffer adjoining exist-
ing homes at the back of the property and a 10-foot-
wide shared use asphalt path with two tree lines 

Continued on 5
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paralleling Seneca Road. As a transitional property 
to the Darnestown Village Center, Montgomery 
County Planning requested that the homes closer to 
Darnestown Road be located closer to Seneca Road 
(stepped setbacks). 

The subdivision process through to recording individu-
al lots is expected to take 12-18+ months to complete, 
during which time it is anticipated that a home builder 
(or builders) will be determined. 

Business Happenings

Darnestown Shell Station Improvements
All of you will have noticed by now that the service 
station in “downtown” Darnestown has become a 
major construction site. In April, Rakhee Dhawan, 
the operator of the Shell Station since 2018, kicked-
off a much-needed investment in new underground 
fuel tanks. Expected for completion by June, the new 
facilities will provide the Darnestown community 
with an enhanced fueling experience, coupled with the 
knowledge that the new systems represent state of the 
art environmental upgrades. During the construction 
period, the auto-repair shop and convenience store 
remain open and operational. The Darnestown Shell is 

a Certified Maryland State Inspection station. Services, 
conducted by ASE Technicians, run the gamut of 
vehicle maintenance, diagnostics, and repair. The DCA 
applauds the station’s commitment to our community, 
and as with all local serving businesses, encourages 
community resident patronage. 

The 6-Twelve Transforms
Darnestown residents have also noted changes have 
been underway at the 6-Twelve convenience store 
across the street from the Darnestown Shell. After 
30+ years of ownership by local businessperson 
(and landlord) Nick Petruccelli, and following the 
retirement of the store manager in 2019, Akshat 
Shah (AK) and his family purchased the business. 
While most of the merchandising and services from 
prior management has carried over, including most 
of the wonderful long-term sales staff, AK has been 
reworking the “Beer Cave” features and product se-
lections, offering as well beer & wine home delivery 
(see beerwinemd.com for home delivery informa-
tion). A next goal is to expand the deli department to 
add pizza and other Italian carry-outs. Note that AK 
is constantly seeking feedback and suggestions to 
better serve our community needs. 

Continued from 4

beerwinemd.com
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Francie Ahrens
Richard Montgomery High 
School/Visual Art Center  
at Einstein High School

Francie will be attending the Univer-
sity of Michigan to study Fine Arts.

Jack Ahrens
Rice University 

Jack graduated with a BS in Bio-
engineering. He will be attending 
Northwestern University to pursue 
his PhD in Chemical and Biological 
Engineering.

Meredith Amick
St. Andrew’s  

Episcopal School

Meredith will be attending the 
University of Southern California to 
pursue a degree in Architecture. 

Lindsay Barrow 
Good Counsel High School

Lindsay will be attending Notre 
Dame in the fall. 

Chance Carothers
Northwest High School

Chance will be attending High Point 
University to study Political Science. 

Deanna Barbara Edwing
University of  

North Carolina Wilmington

Deanna graduated from University of 
North Carolina Wilmington Summa 
cum laude, and she will be pursuing a 
Masters in oceanography at Universi-
ty of Delaware. 

CONGRATULATIONS  
Darnestown’s 2021 Graduates!

“The best way to predict the 
future is to create it.” 

~Abraham Lincoln
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Kelsea JoAnne Edwing
University of  

North Carolina Wilmington

Kelsea graduated from University of 
North Carolina Wilmington Summa 
cum laude, and she will be pursuing a 
Masters in oceanography at Universi-
ty of Delaware.

Caroline Fisher
Northwest High School

Caroline will be attending Mont-
gomery College for one year, then 
transferring to a 4-year college to 
study Forensic Sciences.

Skylar Garner
St. John’s Catholic Prep

Skylar will be attending Furman  
University to study Philosophy/ 
Biology—Pre-Med. 

Heather Gross
Northwest High School

Heather will be attending the Univer-
sity of Maryland Public Leadership 
Scholars Program to study Biology.

Nikki Hamidi
Northwest High School 

Nikki will be attending University of 
Maryland to study Public Relations. 

William Herrington
Northwest High School

William will be attending RPI in 
Troy, New York on a football scholar-
ship. He plans to pursue his degree in 
Computer Science.

Casey Holmes
North Carolina State

Casey has just received her Doctorate 
and she will be an Associate Profes-
sor of Education at Drake University 
in Des Moines, Iowa this fall.

Nikos Karayianis
St. Andrews

Nikos will be attending Howard 
Community College to study in the 
Junior College Program.

Noah Karst
Northwest High School

Noah will be attending the University 
of Washington in Seattle this fall. 

.
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Brian Long
University of Maryland

Brian graduated with a BS in kinesi-
ology and plans to go to PA school in 
the future (Physician’s Assistant).

Ari Mazziotta
University of Maryland 

As a non-traditional student working 
full time, Ari graduated with a BS in 
Business. He will be attending Capella 
University in the fall to pursue his MS 
in Clinical Mental Health Counseling 
with a concentration in Forensics.

Ashley Mostrom
Northwest High School and  
Montgomery College as a  
dual enrollment student 

Ashley will be attending Vassar College 
in New York to major in Behavioral 
Health Science and play basketball.

Andrew Photinakis
Northwest High School

 Andrew will be attending Roches-
ter Institute of Technology (RIT) to 
study Computer Science. 

Jack Randall
Northwest High School

Jack will be attending St. Bonaven-
ture University to study Business.

Carter Rogers 
College of Wooster 

Carter graduated with a BS in Math-
ematics. He will be attending the 
George Washington University to 
pursue his MS in Data Science.

David Rogers
Northwest High School 

David will be attending Rose-Hulman 
Institute of Technology to study Me-
chanical Engineering.

Jordan Hunter Schiff
Northwest High School

Jordan will be attending the College 
of Charleston for general studies in 
liberal arts, possibly as a History 
Major.

Tim Thomas
Northwest High School

Tim will be attending St. Mary’s Col-
lege of Maryland to study Business, 
and he will be playing on the Men’s 
Lacrosse Team. 
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 Hunter Landon Tzou
Salisbury University

Perdue School of Business

Hunter will be working as a sales rep-
resentative for a company in Federal 
Hill, Baltimore. 

Robert Montgomery Tzou
Northwest High School

Robert will be attending the Univer-
sity of Maryland, Baltimore County 
(UMBC). He is considering pursing 
his degree in Business Technology 
Administration (BTA).

John Wallmark
Northwest High School

John will be attending Virginia Tech 
in the fall

Chase Wilson
Northwest High School

Chase will be attending the Universi-
ty of Maryland to study Engineering.

Jamie Winberg
University of Tennessee

Jamie graduated with a BS in audiol-
ogy and speech pathology. She will 
be attending Long Island University, 
Brooklyn campus to her Master’s 
degree in Speech Pathology.

Justin Winberg
Northwest High School

Justin will be attending Virginia Tech 
to major in Engineering.

Austin Yegher
Bullis School

Austin will be attending Arizona 
State University in the fall to study 
Communications

Jaycee Yegher
Harvard

In early May, Jaycee graduated with 
Honors from Harvard. She majored in 
History of Science with a concentration 
in Global Health Policy.   In mid-May, 
she began her studies toward her Mas-
ter’s at the University of Virginia.

Emily Zappone
Northwest High School

Emily will be attending James Mad-
ison University in the fall to study 
Sociology. 
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History

“The Washington Post has graciously agreed to let us run the following retrospective on Route 28 from 1977.  We hope 
you enjoy it as much as we did.  If you remember the article from way-back then we would surely like to hear from you 
at rtf@darnestowncivic.org! We contacted the reporter of the article who is now a partner at a law firm and who  
concentrates in intellectual property, media and information technology law. He relayed a story about how Ben Bradlee, 
the famed Washington Post editor, came into the newsroom looking for him to compliment him on the article.”

________________

Route 28: Road From the Rural Past to the Urban Present
By Mark Sableman

July 21, 1977

The motorist who drives the length of Maryland 
Route 28, like the archeologist studying layers of an ex-
cavation, sees a society changing from rural to urban.

The old road runs from the rolling farm land around 
Point of Rocks in Frederick County to the government 
center of urban Montgomery County in Rockville. 
There, it crosses Rockville Pike, and darts through the 

bustling subdivisions along Norbeck Road, coming to 
an end at Georgia Avenue.

Along its 35-mile length, it passes a store that sells 
Western boots, farms that sell sweet corn and a shop-
ping mall that sells embarrassingly little.

Route 28 has existed since before the Civil War, and it 
Continued on 11
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remained a mud path for years into the automobile age. 
Robert Perry, who lives at its current northern termi-
nus, Point of Rocks in Frederick County, recalls a drive 
along the road in the late 1920s.

“Once you left Rockville, you wouldn’t see a light un-
til you got up to Dickerson, and then when you got past 
Dickerson, you were really out in the country.”

No longer. A driver heading toward Point of Rocks 
today may find himself stalled in traffic jams around 
the county government complex in Rockville before 
he enters a stretch of road lined with new subdivisions 
and research facilities.

The lights of urbanization along the Route 28 corridor 
do not dim until he gets past Darnestown, nine miles 
out of downtown Rockville.

But thereafter farmland takes over. Once dairy farms lined 
Route 28, but now there are only a half-dozen left.

“If you could find the truth about it, I expect 75 per 
cent of the land is owned by real estate firms, doctors 
and lawyers,” said Charles N. Staub, owner of a diner 
and Western goods store at Beallsville.

Old-timers differ on the influx of new residents and the 
breakup of the old farms. They realize that the change has 
also brought wealthier residents and business growth.

“Before all the building, we were rural,” said Ace Eswor-
thy, a garage owner in Darnestown. “Now we’re practi-
cally a city. They’ve built all around us—subdivision and 
subdivision. The road here will hardly carry the traffic.

“You hate to see it. I like a little peace and quiet. But I 
don’t have no gripe about it. Because it’s time—changing 
time. Progress, you might call it . . . You’d like to see a 
little peace and quiet, but it’s just not going to happen.”

Benoni Allnutt, a Dawsonville farmer who lives several 
miles off Route 28, looks at the newcomers more prag-
matically. Three have bought bits of his farm for homes, 
and others buy his sweet corn and smoked hams.

“They buy less than 40 acres and build a home on it,” 
he said of the new residents. “They are people working 
in the District who come out here and buy a place and 
have horses. Horseback riding seems to be a hobby. We 
sell them a lot of hay, and that’s pretty nice.”

But Allnutt has reservations about growth when he 
contemplates subdivisions in Dawsonville.

“I’d hate to see it,” he said, his brow dripping with 
sweat after work in the fields. He sat in front of his 
farmhouse and pointed to the horizon beyond his corn-
fields, adding, “It’s kind of nice to sit here and look 
out. You can see the mountains in Virginia from here.”

The major towns along Route 28 date back to the mid-
1700s, and many have changed scarcely at all. Some 
have changed drastically: “Montgomery Court House” 
is now Rockville.

The big change is in the new subdivisions of the 1960s 
and 1970s which are often more populous than the 
towns they settled beside. Their names have a different 
sound: Flower Valley; Redgate Farms; The Orchards; 
Ancient Oak.

Figures from the Maryland National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission show that the population along 
Route 28 from Rockville to Darnestown nearly tripled 
from 1970 to 1976, from 10,230 to 29,430. And greater 
growth, to 34,090, is expected by 1980.

In Norbeck, where the eastern terminus of Route 28 
dead-ends into Georgia Avenue, Robert White runs a 
hardware and lawn and garden supply store. It is on the 
same spot where his grandfather opened a blacksmith’s 
shop 96 years ago. Now White’s 29-year-old son is 
taking over the business.

White recalls when gasoline was hauled to his store 
from Rockville by two horses pulling a 500-gallon 
tank wagon.

“Ninety-eight per cent of them were farmers that came 
in here before. Now they’re all government employees,” 
White said of his customers. “City farmers—they come 
in here and buy things for their little gardens. They used to 
buy a pound of beans. Now they buy a couple of ounces.”

Like many long-time Route 28 residents, White feels 
hemmed in by development. But he recently bought a 
home in the new Flower Valley subdivision on Route 
28. He acknowledged that the last 15 years of develop-
ment has more than quadrupled his sales.

West of Norbeck, subdivisions have replaced farm land 
and higher-density developments are still being built. 
In Rockville, Route 28 follows Montgomery Avenue 
and Jefferson Street, going past the county government 
buildings and Rockville Mall. The route was moved 
from the north and east—the road now name Old Balti-
more Road—when Rockville Mall was built in 1970 as 

Continued on 12
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part of a downtown redevelopment project.

Because of competition and other reasons, the mall has 
failed to become a major regional retail center. Rock-
ville city planner Thomas Pogue said, however, that 
2,000 new government employees from the new coun-
ty government center to be built just south of the mall, 
and private sector workers they attract, will help make 
the mall “a sort of employee-oriented center,” serving 
the downtown Rockville workers.

East of downtown Rockville, Route 28 intersects Inter-
state 270, the so-called “research belt” of Montgomery 
County. Gillette, Xerox, Control Data Corp. and Tracor all 
have large research facilites just off Route 28 and 1-270.

Hunting Hill and Quince Orchard, the first of eight 
small communities along Route 28 west of Rockville, 
have been transformed largely because of a single 
building on a historic estate.

In 1942, Otis Beall Kent purchased the estate of Fred-
erick A. Tschisfely, a Washington wholesale druggist, 
and consolidated four farms to make a 1,000-acre 
farm. He built seven lakes, maintained his own fire de-
partment and dreamed of such things as a hydroelectric 
plant on the property.

Kent offered 100 acres of his estate to the National 
Geographic Society “at an offer we couldn’t refuse,” 
according to Melvin Payne, the society’s board chair-
man. The society built a new modern headquarters 
building on the site and moved 1,200 of its employees 
there. Payne said the society moved because of the 
good offer, the beauty of the site, which includes sev-
eral lakes and recreational facilities, and the good labor 
market in small nearby communities.

Urbanization overtook Quince Orchard rapidly.” Less 
than 10 years ago, there used to be an old-fashioned type 
country general store—where the shopping center sits up 
there now,” said Clifford Bland, 35-year-old resident who 
runs a nursery and roadside stand across from the Quince 
Orchard Shopping Center, and just down the road from 
the new McDonald’s hamburger stand.

Bland formerly did construction work, and his last job 
was building the 166-unit townhouse development 
behind the shopping center. “They sold as fast as they 
were built. They started at $30,000 to $40,000 and 
now they’re selling for $50,000 to $60,000—some for 
$75,000 or $80,000.”

Though he accepts the changes—“It had to come so 
you might as well say it’s all right”—Bland wistfully 
recalls a quieter time in Quince Orchard.

“When I first came here 35 years ago, you could have 
horses and ride up and down the road and no one would 
bother you. I can remember when cars at nighttime would 
wake you up—it was so seldom that one went by. Now 
you can’t even walk across the street in rush hour.”

From Quince Orchard to Darnestown, where Esworthy 
bemoans the development springing up around him, 
to Dawsonville, where Allnut still farms but sells hay, 
sweet corn and smoked hams instead of just wheat and 
feed corn, to Beallsville, new development gradually 
tapers off.

Staub’s Store is a reminder that the rural past is not 
yet gone from Route 28. Proprieter Charles N. Staub, 
sitting at a rolltop desk in the third-class post office 
he runs along with his diner and Western store, noted 
that two families had recently moved to Beallsville to 
escape urbanization closer in on Route 28.

Staub’s diner is open six days a week, and especially with 
a fire burning in the corner fireplace in the wintertime it is 
a popular community gathering place. The Western store 
caters to residents with horses, for as Staub explained, 
“Pre’dnear everyone up here has got a horse.”

West and north of Beallsville, Route 28 is unquestion-
ably rural.

There are some signs of change. Near the railroad 
station in Poolesville, a faded sign hangs on a wood-
frame International Harvester building while nearby 
a new white plant displays the modern sign, “Neutron 
Products, Inc.” And while there are no large subdivi-
sions, there are many new houses that indicate larger 
development may not be far off.

Route 28’s northern terminus, where it intersects with 
U.S. 15, is at Point of Rocks in Frederick County, 25 
miles northwest of Rockville.

A passenger who gets off his commuter railroad train and 
steps onto the red-brick platform of the Point of Rocks 
neo-Gothic railroad station sees a sleepy small town 
nestled under a bushy blue-green mountain. There is one 
modern subdivision, and a few new plants nearby.

But Point of Rocks is a far as one can go on Route 28 
to escape urbanization and see the way things once 
were along the rest of the route in Montgomery Coun-
ty. It is still the country, at least for a while.

Continued from 11
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DCA 2021 Membership
BUSINESS ($250)
6-Twelve Convenient Mart
Larry Akinde, Allstate 

Insurance & Financial 
Services

Billet Collins Decorative 
Painting  

Bretton Woods Recreation 
Center

Brezovec and Associates 
Clark Tree Services 
Michael D Fox, Realtor, 

Compass 
Darnestown Shell 
Darnestown Smiles
Darnestown Swim & 

Racquet Club 
Guardians Complete Land 

Care  
Jose Carbajal Lawn & 

Landscaping, Tree 
removal, Snow removal, 
Fire wood

McConnell Heating & A/C, 
Inc.  

Mercer Goods  
Noahs’ Preferred Properties
Rich Harris, ohDEER
Preferred Insurance 

Solutions, LLC  

Smokey Glen Farm
Dennis & Marie Stiles, Stiles 

Dentistry  
The Surrey Inc.  
SwimLabs Swim School 
Neil Tyra, The Tyra Law 

Firm, LLC  
United Service Specialists
Valley Mill Camp
Valerie Fuster, Realtor, Long 

& Foster Real Estate, Inc. 
Whitman Summer Camp  
Wilniq Auto Body & 

Mechanical Repairs
Windridge Vineyards 

ACORN ($150)
Ahrens Family
Amanda Karst
Andrea J. Grant
Andy Swick

Benjamin and Dr. Lindsey 
Saul

Brian & Maya Miloski
Brian Klick
Charles and Tina Petzold
Christine Mourtoupalas/

Edward ODay
Connie & Mike Barnhart
David Clark & LeeAnne 

Gelletly
David Lennhoff
Ed & Sue Rall, Jan Larowe
Everett Weaver
Gary Kahn
Graham and Susan Allaway
Joe & Fran Rothenberg
Louise Evans
Margie Elberson & Travis 

Smith
Mark & Heather Reichardt
Mary Pack & Phillip 

Fishman
Michael Centrella
Micheal Forshey
Mike and Aubrey Ciatto
Mike and Shelley Nasso
Mrs Richard A Weller
Pasha Palanker
Paul & Mary Pegnato
Paul and Holly Klee
Paul Helmbrecht
Peter & Mary Lalos
Phil & Jocelyn Mostrom
Philip Levinton and Robin 

Gross
Rob and Reece Scheer
Robert McGuire
Roopa and Arun Rajan
Scott & Melissa Mostrom
William Lowe
Seneca Community Church

SPONSOR ($100)
Aleksandra & Jay Schiff
Beth and Elihu Zimet
Betty Sweet
Bill & Laura Warshauer
Bob and Jo Gilman
Brad Long
Brett and Jackie Gunter
Brett Gamma
Brian and Tracy Lang

Clifford Dean & Janice 
Raburn

Cyndi & Larry Cain
Dan and Monica Dean
Dave and Laura Bivans
Dieter Willkomm
Don and Debbie Hamberger
Don Crehan
Don Lindberg
Donna and Sean Delaney
Eric Smart and Pam DuBois
Gary & Christina Coppeler
Gretchen Brown
Guy Armantrout and Susan 

Keyes
Jacob DeBruin
Jerry Van Wert
Joan Abell
John L. and Carol T. Martin
John Pleisse
Kaspars Kreslins
Kelly Gallo
Kevin & Beth O’Connell
Larry Giebel
Luanne Deppa
Marcos Hsu
Margery Edmundson
MariaGomez/Mauricio 

Camargo
Mark and Darci Glass-Royal
Mark and Tara Deane
Matt and Sara Bechard
Megan Nuell
Michael and Linda Roberts
Michael McDowell and 

Diane Da Costa
Michael Moses
Mike and Shannon Priddy
Mike Wallerstedt
Priscella Rippeon
Rick and Reine Moore
Rob & Lisa Troike
Rob and Janet Swisher
Robert Purcell
Rosetta Cavallo & Jim Weiss
Sandy and Terry Killen
Scott & Kendra Damiecki
Scott Plumer
St. Nicholas Episcopal 

Church
Stephanie and Jon Kunkle
Stephen & Stella Hsu

Steve & Elizabeth Girard
Steve & Sharon Groff
Susan Kick
Tara Bryson
The Apgar Family
The Gardner Family
Warren Jacobs

FRIEND ($50)
Alexander Ratnofsky
Amy Gross
Andrew Gerber, Jr.
Anna and Ben Nicholson
Ann O’Daniel
Ansis Helmanis
Anthony Brazell
Audra Oneil
Benjamin and Christina 

Buchta
Beth and Joe Barbera
Betty Foley Cobb
Bill Fishbein
Bob & Angie Randall
Brian and Melissa Astill
Bud & Jackie Wildman
Carlos and Caroline Diez
Cerutti-O’Byrne
Chris & Karrie Cerone
Chris & Mary Collins
Chris Engleman
Chuck and Linda Szollosy
Cindy & Scott Norcross
Cook Nguyen Family
Darrell & Becky Cheripko
Dave and Ginny Owen
Dave and Jenny Flinchum
David Schwab & Tina Bosse
Debabrata & Sukanya  

Chowdhury
Debbie and Rob Zaner
Deborah Ziffer
Delwin Brockett
Denise Dombay
Devereaux Raskauskas
Diane Condrick
Dorothy M. Bailey
Doug & Bridgette Theurer
Doug Campbell
Doug Ross
Edward Adelman
Eric & Kristin Jodts
Francis Romero
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Frank Osborn
Gene & Ann Del Tatto
Gene Wilkes
Gerry & Bonnie Kunkel
Gies Family
Giuseppe Izzi
Gleichmann Family
Hratch Semerjian
Hugh Rial
Irene Lavorini
Jack & Linda Knowles
James and Nea Wheeler
James Lykins and Susanna 

Sammons
James Stachura
Jane and Bill Phillips
Jason & Denise Levis
Jeff and Kristin Wharton
Jeffrey Goodman
Jeremy and Neilly Milne
Jim & Joan Carlberg
Jim & Karen Garner
Jim and Kathleen Savitz
Jim Potter
Jim Veirs
Joe and Pooja Gardemal
Joel and Barbara Myklebust
Joel and Jamie Miller
John & Rachel Kasianowicz
John Barkley, Jr.
John Hart
Joseph and Michael Appiah
Karen and David Danoff
Keith & Terri McAllister
Keith and Christina Kiedrow
Keith Donson
Ken & Kara McNulty
Kevin & Krista Kirk
Kimberly Conte
Larry Ruhland
Larry Zoeller
Laura Carlson
Laura Ledgard
Leo Dunn
Linda & Terry Sweeney
Lisa Kristiansen & Stephen 

Robinson
Lorice & Cliff Frost
Luke Cowart
Maris Juberts
Marjorie Leach
Mark and Vicki Mostrom

Marty Roth
Mary Horwitz and Cagle Fair
Matt & Courtney Millin
Matt and Julie Pietras
Matthew and Sue Quinn
Matthew Hall
Michael Cooper
Michael Tony
Michael Watson
Mike & Marti McAllister
Mike and Bonnie Crough
Mike King
Mike Sukumar
Mort Neufville
Nancy Magurn
Neil & Kathy Agate
Nicholas Petruccelli
Pat Abell
Patti Spino Napier
Paul Englehart & Jennifer 

Loud
Paul Irwin
Paul Quattrociocchi
Peter Boyd and Ellen  

Klosson
Phil & Valerie Fuster
Phillip Newman
Pincoski Family
Richard & Susan Hess
Richard H. Adamson
Rick & Lida Stifel
Rob & Lucy Carroll
Robb and Sarah Modica
Robert & Elizabeth Weaver
Robert Kasunic
Ron & Sue Betson
Ronald Chesemore/Sue 

Tayman
Roshan Izadpanah
Ruth & Mark Sweet
Ruth Choi
Ryan Hall
Sam & Kathleen Coriell
Scott & Tracy Youngman
Shank & Laura Koundinya
Stacey Woodward
Stephen and Jeanette Staton
Stephen Waechter
Stephen Williams
Steve and Carole DeMinco
Steve Ellis
Steve Holmes

Steven Swartz
Sue and Michael Gottlieb
Sylke & Shah Chowdhury
Takao Ikegami
Ted Dmuchowski
Tim & Gina Whitney
Tim and Caitlin Mueller
Tim and Katie Sanders
Tom and Michelle Wentz
William Connors

BASIC ($35)
Adrian Whitford
Anil and Sarala Dhingra
Anita Kowalski
Ann Berger
Anne Bird
Anne Renninger
Aparna Ramaswamy
Arjun and Anurita 

Mendhiratta
Arlene Szwed
Barton & Gail Moorstein
Becky Hanley
Bill & Liesel Flaig
Bill and Cindy Williams
Bill LeWarne
Bonnie & Bob Johnson
Brad & Carol Carter
Brad & Theresa Stone
Brendan and Bonnie Lane
Brent Kostkowski
Carl & Fe Wlotzko
Carl and Kelly Tyree
Carlene Roggin
Carol and Ray Palfrey
Carole & William Rust
Carothers Family
Charles Moles
Charles Popenoe
Chelsea Cook
Chere Butler
Chris & Bella Carlson
Chris and Elizabeth Rorick
Christina & Harold Manger
Christine Keller
Christine Youngblut
Clark & Jane Torell
Craig Jakubowics
Dan and Wendy Pinchas
Danee Wilson
Danny and Dena Hernandez

Dave and Beth Erdman
David Boulton and Celia 

Kingsbury
David Hannam
David Stinner
Dean & Lisa Watts
Deno & Mary Photinakis
Derreck & Sharlene Paul
Diane Romney
Diane Sylvia Harris
Dick Jurgena
Dinesh and Manju Gupta
Don & Mary Sherman
Don and Helene Marion
Don and Marcia Simonson
Don Soskin
Doug & Nancy Norr
Ed Kingman
Edward Dolan
Edwin Pechous
Elizabeth Garagusi
Emily & Kevin Kane
Eric & Carrie Sypes
Erica Spencer
Erika & Robert Bonilla and 

Jutta Thornberry
Erwin Villiger
Evelyn Manley
Farhad Dastvan
Florencio Ballestero
Fran & Ken Finkelstein
Frank and Janet Cornelius
Frederick Duque
George Kinoshita
Gerald Reed
Geza and Peg Serenyi
Harald Ludwig
Harry Pearre
Harry Ridenour
Hem and Ann Satsangi
Henry and Patty
Hilary & Humberto Collado
Holger Kray
Holly Buehler
Ingrid Fraley and Hugh 

Fisher
Ivan Black and Taeko 

Noguchi
James DelVecchio
James Otis
James Pettry
Jane & Tim Riggott

DCA 2021 Membership (continued)
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Janice Coe and Keith Sinner
Jay Clogg
Jean Felts
Jeanne Rathsack
Jeffrey & Natalie Watkins
Jeffrey Smith
Jerry and Tara Kavadias
Jerry Scanlan
Jessica Stephens, Paul and 

Ursula Rivers
Jim & Margaret Wilson
Jim and Randa Locke
Joe & Dee Gazda
Joe & Stacia Joyce
Joe DiPeppe
John Kalil
John Lubenetski
John Pennington
John Sabin
Joseph Walther
Joy Strickler
Joyce McMillen
JR Hontz
Julie & Scott Cress
Karen Wilson
Karyn Peatross
Katherine Noel & Neil Tyra
Kathleen McConnell
Kathryn & Brian Montague
Kathy & Bandele Jeffrey-

Coker
Katie Rapp
Keith & Megan Fisher
Kelly Shires
Kenneth Lebsock
Kevin and Amber Colleran
Kha & Mai Tran
Kim Shedd
Krista Johnson
Larry and Sue Ciolorito

Laurence Hobbes
Lawrence Brown
Le Lemon
Linda Weiss
Lisa Toms
Lothar Schuettler and 

Gretchen Carroll
Lowell Christy
Lynn and Lewis Gertz
Madeline and Steven 

D’Alessio
Marc & Robin Blass
Marco and Mercedes 

Lorenzana
Margaret Andreadis
Margaret Smith
Mario & Deanne Cellarosi
Mark and Nancy Labus
Martha Popovic
Maryam Zavar and Sohrab 

Zarrabian
Matthew & Jennifer Patner
Matthew Zappone
Michael Loftus
Michael Davis & Laura 

McClure
Mike & Mary Harrigan
Miles and Marie-Claire 

Braun
Mitzi Schroeder
Mr and Mrs Kevin Juhring
Nancy Keshishian
Nannette King
Nicholas Smith
Nick and Kate Scaletta
Nicole Reap
Nikolay & Natalia Lorinkov
Norah Critzos
Pam & Bob Baer
Pamela Mendelsohn

Parvaneh N Parsa
Patricia Janos
Paul & Beth Gaukler
Paul & Peg Arnold
Paul Coffin
Paul Peeler
Paul Stack
Peggy Dennis
Peirce & Melbalynn Cook
Peter & Gail Plamondon
Philip & Patricia Poulos
Pranav and Niyati Pandya
Rachel Clark
Rachel Petruccelli
Ralph Wright
Randy Crow
Rich & Diane Harris
Rich and Janice Edwing
Richard & Alex Kline
Richard & Winnie Ricker
Rick Schnatz
Rob & Diane Woods
Robert Cornelsen
Robert Fenimore
Robert Golden
Robert Phifer
Robert Sherrin
Robert Zweibel
Roger and Carol Shenton
Roger and Linda Oxley
Ronald & Nancy Farhood
RoseMarie & Jeff Briggs
Rosemary Eshman
Roy and Sharon Brooks
Roy Healander
Said Jahanmir
Sally Tynes-Mboye
Sarah Clark
Sharon & Joseph Scopin
Shelton Mooney

South T. Lynn
Stanley Sherman
Steve and Bernadette Jolles
Steve and Bobbi Christiansen
Steven Paul & Sandy Brodie
Steven Wagner
Sue Dingess
Susan Burgan
Susan Lovich-Siegel and 

Ralph Siegel
Syd and Jing Ulvick
Taina Litwak
Tammy St. Laurent and 

Mark Kennedy
Terry and Patricia Zic
Thekla Hellwig
Thomas & Antoinette 

DeRosa
Thomas Conlan
Thomas Smith
Tim & Dirce Wiegand
Tim Kurkjian
Tinh and Susan Nguyen
Todd & Sandy Pearce
Tom & Liz Jordan
Tom & Sarah Scherer
Tom and Jane Kochuba
Tom and Lisa Tracy
Tom and Michele  

Weaverling
Tomas and Suvimol Riojas
Tom Greenawalt
Tom Ruder
Ulgen Fideli
Vijay Sazawal
Vlad & Veneta Polyanov
Will and Jane Becker
Winter and Corrie Troxel
Worth & Karen Edwards

DCA 2021 Membership (continued)

We Welcome Your Submissions  
to The Little Acorn 
Deadline for the next issue: 

August 1, 2021 
Email ideas, questions or articles to: acorn@darnestowncivic.org 

mailto:acorn@darnestowncivic.org


16

Meet Our New Business Members

J.C. Lawn Services
By Jose Carbjal

J. C. Lawn Services, located in Potomac, MD, 
has worked with numerous clients throughout the DC 
metro area. We understand that great service begins 
and ends with experienced and friendly profession-
als, which is why we put so much consideration into 
selecting only the best to join our team. We complete 
projects efficiently and on schedule, and go above and 
beyond to form lasting relationships with our clients. 

Contact us to learn how we can help with your lawn 
and landscaping needs. 

Jose Carbjal 
Lawn & landscaping, LLC 
(301) 417-0753/ (301) 370-7008 
jose.lawnandlandscaping@gmail.com 
https://www.jclawnservices.com 

ORGANIC DEER, TICK & MOSQUITO CONTROL 

ohDEER
By Rich Harris

I’m Rich Harris and my family and I have been Dar-
nestown residents for nearly 20 years. We live in 
an amazing community full of amazing people, but 
unfortunately, we share it with an overabundance 
of Deer, Ticks and Mosquitos.  That’s why I’ve 
brought ohDEER Organic Deer, Tick and Mosquito 
Control to Darnestown.  

Our monthly Organic Tick and Mosquito Control treat-
ments will make your yard a safer, more comfortable 
place to be. Our normal recommended spray season is 
March-December, but ticks and mosquitoes follow the 
weather and not the calendar, so we are always on-call 
to spray when you need us throughout the year!  We’re 

also happy to walk your property with you to identify 
areas that attract ticks and mosquitoes. We’ll suggest 
actions you can take now to start to make your proper-
ty less attractive to them. Every yard is different. We’ll 
recommend the most appropriate steps for yours. We 
also offer Tick and Mosquito spraying for special 
events such as backyard parties and gatherings.

The deer love to feast on your landscaping, but our 
organic deer repellent can save your plants.  We know 
what deer like to eat—the average adult deer can 
consume more than 2,000 pounds of food per year. 
And deer are adaptable, because they become accli-
mated to smells and tastes; a deer repellent that worked 
last month might not be so effective this month. This is 
why we created Deer Clear® our proprietary Organ-
ic Deer Control Spray. Deer Clear® consists of four unique 
all-natural deer repellent blends, totally safe for you, your 
children, and your pets. We beat the deer’s instinctive 
adaptability by alternating these all-natural deer control 
compounds throughout the year. Deer damage causes 
millions of dollars in destruction every year in MoCo. De-
pending upon your landscape and plants, we will recom-
mend a program that is customized to your specific needs. 

Give us a call (1-833-643-3376) or email us  
(mocomd@oh-DEER.com) for a free on-premises 
evaluation and learn how we can protect you and your 
valuable property from these voracious creatures. I 
look forward to serving our community and helping 
you safely enjoy your yard!

 

The DCA needs your Support!
Become a member! The more members we have, 
the more impact we will have as an organization 
with the county and state governments. Member-
ship dues support the publication of The Little 
Acorn and community-wide events. It’s a bargain 
at $35/year!

The best way to become a member is to regis-
ter and pay online at darnestowncivic.org; the 
second best way is to register online and mail a 
check, using the form in this issue. 

Thank you for your support!

mailto:jose.lawnandlandscaping@gmail.com
https://www.jclawnservices.com
mailto:mocomd@oh-deer.com
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Organizations

Boy Scout Troop 1094
By Rosemary DeRose

Darnestown Boy Scout Troop 1094 kicked off a 2021 
Scouting year with community service projects, cold 
weather hikes, merit badges, advancement and our mulch 
fundraiser while practicing covid safety guidelines.

The Troop took an evening to recognize Scouts of all 
ranks for recent achievements on January 25 with their 
winter Court of Honor. During the event, merit badges 
were presented to Scouts and many advanced in rank. 
The Court of Honor also marked changes in Scout 
leadership, when new Scouts assumed key leadership 
roles for the spring semester.

In late January, Scouts and adult leaders began weekly 
local Philmont training hikes to prepare for their sum-
mer June trek to Mt. Baldy. 

Scouts working on their Citizen in The Community 
merit badge joined forces with Ridgeview Middle 
School Kits for Kids program to collect, inventory, and 
package winter hats/gloves/mittens/scarves/socks and 
personal hygiene supplies for local families in need.

Continuing a great Darnestown tradition, the Troop 
sold over $6,000 worth of mulch, just in time for spring 
yard beautification. As always, the Scouts delivered the 
mulch to customers for free. Thank you to everyone 
who supported our one-time annual fundraiser.

This semester we had three Scouts earn Eagle Scout 
Rank. Eagle Scout is the highest advancement rank in 
Boy Scouting. To become an Eagle Scout, one must earn 
21 merit badges, progress through six prerequisite ranks, 
serve in a troop leadership position, execute a community 
service project, and complete a board of review. 

Rich Powe, Patrick Pamukcoglu and 
Noah Karst achieved the coveted rank 
of Eagle Scout. 

Rich’s Eagle Scout Project consisted of 
building a walking path at the church 
he attends—Oak Chapel UMC in Silver 
Spring. His project was delayed due 

to the onset of the COVID pandemic, but as soon as 
COVID gathering restrictions began to lift, Rich de-
veloped and instituted his COVID safety plan allowing 
the scouts to safely gather for the project.

Patrick is a senior at Winston Churchill 
High School and his Eagle project was 
to refurbish the barn at Our Lady of the 
Visitation Catholic Church by replacing 
sections of wood that had deteriorated 
and then repainting the entire structure. 
He is currently looking at colleges and 
is interested in pursuing a career in Vet-
erinary Medicine. 

Noah is a senior at Northwest High 
School and his Eagle Project was to 
design and construct a much-needed 
Shot Put Return for Northwest High 
School.  The Shot Put Return allows 
for an official to return the shot back 

to athletes from the edge of the throwing sector rather 
than delivering the shot by hand.  Noah will be attend-
ing the University of Washington (Seattle) in the Fall, 
where he plans to study digital art.  In addition to his 
school work, Noah currently has an internship with 
CACI International Inc, a leading provider of expertise 
and technology to government enterprise and mission 
customers, based in Arlington, Virginia.  

Troop 1094 takes great pride in congratulating these 
Scouts for their achievements.

The Troop’s spring calendar is chock full of great 
events including a backpack outing at Cunningham 
State Park, Fish and Wildlife merit badge outing, and 
an aquatics trip to Raystown Lake in June. 

With many local Webelos earning the Arrow of Light 
in the coming months, now is the time for them to start 
planning for their transition to Boy Scouts. For more 
information about Scouting and Troop 1094 please 
contact sm@troop1094.org.

DarneBloomers
By Lisa Ann Ruf

The DarneBloomers Garden Club has persevered during 
the covid crisis. The Club has provided a welcome respite 
with informative programs and projects during this last 
year. The club focused on returning to nature and to our 
community during these unsettling times. It has provided 

Continued on 18
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our members with much joy. Thank you to the outgoing 
board and especially to our President, Marie Stiles for 
outstanding leadership and for inspired creativity. 

By the time this article is printed, the Cicadas, Brood X, 
will have arrived. Member and Entomologist, Tracy 
Lang, gave an interesting and informative presentation 
that can be viewed on our website, www.darnebloomers.
com. Her presentation in March gave us tips to prepare 
our tender new plantings for the well-publicized hatch. 

In April we had an amazing 
hands-on floral arranging pro-
gram with tulips and other for-
aged items presented by mem-
ber, Tonya Jones. It was one 
of our most popular programs 
of the year. She showcased 
locally-sourced flowers and 
demonstrated creative ways to 
design a floral arrangement.  

In lieu of our annual May 
luncheon, we virtually toured 
The Soleado Lavender Farm, 
located in Dickerson. Although 
the lavender has been a new 
addition to this farm, it has 
been managed organically by 
the family for over three (3) 
generations. They grow lav-
ender from cuttings that are 
started Aquaponically. All of 
the harvesting and essential oil 

distillation happens by hand. 

The DarneBloomers Garden Club elected the new 
officers for the 2021-2023 term.

The Board will consist of:

President – Lisa Ann Ruf 
Vice President – Diane Romney 
Secretary – Jan Micare 
Treasurer – Mariana Phifer 
Program Chair – Summer Hardinge 
Membership Chair – Leslie Grant 
Past President – Marie Stiles. 

We will close our year in June and reconvene in Septem-
ber. If you are interested in visiting with us or becom-
ing a member, please email us at Darnebloomers@
gmail.com. You are welcome to visit our website at 
www.darnebloomers.com. Happy Gardening!

 

Opening Day—May 29th!  
Swim, Tennis, Camp, Memberships

By Aleks Schiff

We are excited to announce the Summer of 2021 
Opening Day is May 29th. We will be open for the 
full season! Our summer is looking more and more 
like a normal summer with all programing fully ac-
tive—Summer Camp, Swim Team, Tennis and Pickle-
ball, Yoga, and Social Events. 

The resurfacing of both 
the main and baby pools 
was completed in plenty 
of time for the kick-off 
and the pools are like new! 
And after a very success-
ful Spring Clean-up day, 
the whole Club and tennis 
courts are summer-ready. 

Tennis & Pickleball have 
been going strong already, 

and our Jr. Tennis program kicked off May 3rd. De-
mon Swim Team is back in the water this summer, 
and registration was very successful. Camp Green-
Zone has been booking up quickly and is packed full 
of engaging programming for the kids. And our Social 
Events team has some great events planned for all 
ages. Our popular Outdoor Yoga classes are back 
every Tuesday and Thursday. 

Come join the fun—our member community is like 
no other! We are a year-round active community 
with tennis, pickleball, swim, and social events 
throughout the year. Check out our current mem-
bership promotions and details on all our program-
ming at www.dsrclub.com.

Connect with us for the latest updates!

Facebook: @DarnestownSwimRacquetClub 
Instagram: @DSRClub 

GM@dsrclub.com  
301-330-1340

Continued from 17

New Whitecoat on Main Pool

Tulips in Bloom  
photo by Mary Rill

Photo Courtesy of  
Soleado Lavender Farm

http://www.darnebloomers.com
http://www.darnebloomers.com
mailto:Darnebloomers@gmail.com
mailto:Darnebloomers@gmail.com
http://www.darnebloomers.com
http://www.dsrclub.com
https://m.facebook.com/DarnestownSwimRacquetClub/
https://instagram.com/dsrclub?utm_medium=copy_link
mailto:GM@dsrclub.com 
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Churches

Darnestown Presbyterian Church
IN-PERSON WORSHIP? If conditions permit, we 
hope to expand opportunities for in-person attendance 
over the summer. This is conditions based, so check our 
web page for status. God willing, we’ll see you soon! 

PUBLIC EVENTS? If current trends continue, we hope 
to finally host some public events—likely outdoors—on 
our newly renovated campus later this year. While wor-
ship remains our primary focus, our modernized campus 
was also designed to be a resource for the broader Dar-
nestown community for generations to come. As always, 
please refer to our website for current updates.

LIVE-STREAMING SUNDAYS AT 10:30. We con-
tinue live-streaming services on YouTube and Face-
book (search for “Darnestown Presbyterian Church,” 
and subscribe!). Links to our YouTube channel are also 
available on our main web page. Please check our church 
website for updates: http://www.darnestownpc.org/.

Our Lady of the Visitation Parish
14139 Seneca Road 

Darnestown, MD 20874 
301-948-5536 
www.olvp.org

Sacred Liturgy’

• Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
• Sunday: 10:30 a.m.
• Weekdays: 12 p.m.

Sacrament of Penance

• Thursday: 5:00-6:00 p.m. or by request

Service Providers
To be included on this list in the next issue of The Little Acorn, please email your contact information including your year of birth 
to acorn@darnestowncivic.org. Please let us know if you no longer want to be listed. Of course, for those over 21, you may be 
listed as an adult. We reserve this listing for those who are members of the DCA. A great reason to join! Please note that babysit-
ters and mother’s helpers must be under 21 to be listed.

Babysitters & Mother’s Helpers
Esther Clark (2007)
240-328-9842

Rachel Clark (2005)
240-618-5809

Jennifer Juhring (2004) 
240-575-0009

Ashley Mostrom (2003)  
240-277-8526

Melissa Szwed (2004)  
301-519-0645
 

House/Pet Sitters
Jonas Skucas (2005)  
301-525-2501

Darius Skucas (2002) 
301-525-2728

Notary Services
Laura Bivans
301-977-4734

Tina Kalil
301-943-9840

Elisa Lane
301-990-2993

http://www.darnestownpc.org/
http://www.olvp.org
mailto:acorn@darnestowncivic.org
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Schools

Butler Montessori 
Serving Children Ages 2 to 16 

www.ButlerSchool.org • (301) 977-6600
By Miki Boulin

NatureScape Playground

A playground made of natural mate-
rials? Ready for children to explore 
and imagine? YES! We’re thrilled to 
announce the installation of our Na-
tureScape Playground. Children will 
enjoy this innovative, safe, nature- 

filled, and engaging play space while the area sur-
rounding it will be protected from overuse and erosion. 
It’s a win-win for nature, the earth, and our children! 

Farm Life = Learning? 
Did you know that an organic farm is 
part of our Intermediate’s Micro- 
Economy program? It’s true! Our 
students not only learn to run a small 
business but also develop a connection 
with the earth. From planting seeds 

and tending chickens to building composting stations and 
implementing sustainability practices, our students are 
environmental leaders ready to change the world. 

Darnestown Elementary School
By Ashley Mostrom

The Darnestown Community will 
look a little brighter this Spring.  
Darnestown Elementary School 
(DES) was the recipient of the 
MAEF Kids in the Garden Grant.  
In celebration of Earth Day, each 
student received a starter kit to grow 
Black Eyed Susan flowers.  Soon 
students will transplant their projects 
to the outdoors and all of Dar-

nestown will be blooming with our beautiful state flower. 

After more than a year, students and staff alike were 
appreciative to return many students to in person learn-
ing in Mid-March.  The school would like to especially 
recognize the outgoing 5th graders.  The entire Mus-
tang Team is proud of you and wish you luck!

Georgetown Hill Early School
By Nicole Reap

The school year is winding down and the summer 
is right around the corner! It is not too late to regis-
ter for summer camp at Georgetown Hill. With our 
flexible registration you can register your preschool-
er for one week or the entire summer! Camps have 
a two-week story book theme, incorporating water 

play, art, music and lots of fun. 
And for your elementary-age 
kids, we are offering Camp 
Georgetown Hill at Seneca Acad-
emy! Join us for two-week long 
learning adventures focusing on 
themes designed to spark imag-
ination, wonder, and creativity. 

Your child will have the time of their life exploring the 
6-acre National Wildlife Federation Certified School-
yard. Call 301-284-8144 to register.

Seneca Academy’s School
By Dr. Michelle Parker

Georgetown Hill and Seneca Academy are partnering 
this summer to bring you an incredible learning ad-
venture! Our two-week camp sessions feature themes 
designed to spark imagination, curiosity, and creativity. 
Along the way, campers will have the opportunity to 
practice their math, reading, writing, and STEM skills 
through hands-on, inquiry-based exploration.

The fun this summer will also include plenty of oppor-
tunities to play and explore in Seneca’s 6-acre National 
Wildlife Federation Certified Schoolyard Habitat. We 
will be enjoying all the wonder that summer has to of-
fer while also getting ready to head into the new school 
year with confidence! Register now by visiting www.
SenecaAcademy.org/2021camp.

We do still have a few spots available for next year, so 
now is the time to join our village! Please visit www.
SenecaAcademy.org or call our Director of Admis-
sions, Priscella Celentano, at (301) 869-3728 for more 
information.

Kindergartner  
Catarina Saba shows 

off her sprouting 
seedlings!
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Business Directory
Looking for a local business? The generosity of these local businesses helps to pay for the printing and distribution of  
The Little Acorn. You can also access this listing on our website under the Community Information tab.

6-Twelve | Convenient Mart
14100 Darnestown Rd
301-990-1700
6-12beerwinemart@gmail.com 

Allstate | Insurance &  
Financial Services
14100 Darnestown Road, Suite D,  
Darnestown
301-670-4150
larryakinde@allstate.com

Billet Collins | Decorative Painting
14130 Esworthy Road, Darnestown 
info@billetcollins.com

Bretton Woods | Recreation Center
15700 River Road, Darnestown
301-948-3357
bwrc.org

Brezovec and Associates
15120 Water Oak Dr, Darnestown
301-300-6279
michael.brezovec@gmail.com

Clark Tree Services | Tree Service 
5 Finegan Ct, Darnestown
240-560-8733
daniel@clarktrees.com

Michael D. Fox | Real Estate
Compass Real Estate
14100 Darnestown Rd, Darnestown
mikefoxrealtor@gmail.com

Darnestown Shell | Gas,  
Convenience, Auto Repairs
14020 Darnestown Road, Darnestown
darnestownshell@gmail.com

Darnestown Smiles | Family Dentistry
14128 Darnestown Rd, Darnestown
240-477-8251
mail@darnestownsmiles.com

Darnestown Swim & Racquet Club
15004 Spring Meadows Dr,  
Darnestown 
301.330.1340 
GM@dsrclub.com

Guardians Complete Land Care | 
Landscaping
14119 Seneca Road, Darnestown
240-328-5805
steve@guardianslandcare.com

Jose Carbajal | Lawn &  
Landscaping, Tree removal,  
Snow removal, Fire wood
14111 Esworthy Rd, Darnestown
jose.lawnandlandscaping@gmail.com

McConnell Heating & A/C, Inc. |  
HVAC Installation and Service
14701 Poplar Hill Rd, Darnestown
301-537-8524
office@mcconnellhvac.com

Mercer Goods
15600 Indian Run Ct, Gaithersburg
609-647-6830
scott@mercergoods.com

Noahs’ Preferred Properties |  
Real Estate
313 Main St, Kentlands
301-674-0990
jnoah@noahsproperties.com

ohDEER 
14856 Poplar Hill Rd, Darnestown
mocomd@oh-deer.com

Preferred Insurance Solutions, LLC | 
Auto, Home and Business Insurance
20030 Century Blvd, Suite 201,  
Germantown
301-428-3344
ins@preferredinsurancesolutions.com

Smokey Glen Farm | Event  
Facilities and BBQs
16407 Riffleford Rd, Darnestown
301-948-1518
jsweet@smokeyglenfarm.com

Stiles Dentistry | Dentist
333 Main St, Gaithersburg
301-947-6900
smile@stilesdentistry.com

SwimLabs Swim School | Swim 
School
353 Muddy Branch Rd, Gaithersburg
240-801-4518
ddombay@swimlabs.com

The Surrey Inc.
14120 Darnestown Road, Darnestown
301-299-8225 
thesurreyinc@aol.com

The Tyra Law Firm, LLC | Estate 
Planning Law Office
199 East Montgomery Ave, Suite 100
Rockville
301-315-0811
neiltyra@tyralawfirm.com

United Service Specialists
7559 Rickenbacker Dr, Gaithersburg
dispatch@calluss.com

Valerie Fuster | Realtor
Long and Foster, Inc.
10200 River Rd, Potomac 
301-299-6000 office
Valerie@LNF.com

Valley Mill Camp
15101 Seneca Rd, Germantown
301-948-0220
evelyn@valleymill.com

Whitman Summer Camp | Camp
14131 Seneca Rd, Darnestown
301-820-8008
whitmansummercamp@gmail.com

Windridge Vineyards
PO Box 149, Adamstown
301-607-4399
robert@windridgefarm.com 

Interested in joining this list? 
Please use our online  
application form at  

darnestowncivic.org.

mailto:larryakinde@allstate.com
www.bwrc.org
michael.brezovec@gmail.com
mailto:daniel@clarktrees.com
mailto:mikefoxrealtor@gmail.com
mailto:darnestownshell@gmail.com
mailto:mail@darnestownsmiles.com
mailto:GM@dsrclub.com
mailto:steve@guardianslandcare.com
mailto:jose.lawnandlandscaping@gmail.com
mailto:office@mcconnellhvac.com
mailto:scott@mercergoods.com
mailto:jnoah@noahsproperties.com
mailto:mocomd@oh-deer.com
mailto:ins@preferredinsurancesolutions.com
mailto:jsweet@smokeyglenfarm.com
mailto:smile@stilesdentistry.com
mailto:ddombay@swimlabs.com
mailto:thesurreyinc@aol.com
mailto:neiltyra@tyralawfirm.com
mailto:dispatch@calluss.com
mailto:Valerie@LNF.com
mailto:evelyn@valleymill.com
mailto:whitmansummercamp@gmail.com
mailto:robert@windridgefarm.com 
http://www.darnestowncivic.org
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Darnestown Schools,  
Organizations & Churches

Schools

Butler Montessori School
15951 Germantown Rd
Darnestown, MD 20874
301-977-6600

Circle School/Seneca Academy
15601 Germantown Rd
Darnestown, MD 20874
301-869-3728

Darnestown Elementary School
15030 Turkey Foot Rd
Darnestown, MD 20878
301-548-4260

Jones Lane Elementary School
15110 Jones Ln
Darnestown, MD 20878
301-840-8160

Lakelands Park Middle School
1200 Main St
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
301-670-1400

Mary of Nazareth School
14131 Seneca Rd
Darnestown, MD 20874
301-869-0940
Maryofnazareth.org

Northwest High School
12501 Richter Farm Rd
Germantown, MD 20874
301-601-4660

Quince Orchard High School
15800 Quince Orchard Rd
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
301-840-4686

Organizations

Boy Scout Troop 1094
sm@troop1094.org

Darne Bloomers Garden Club
Darnebloomers.com

Darnestown Civic Association
14132B Darnestown Rd
Darnestown, MD 20874
Darnestowncivic.org

Darnestown Swim  
and Racquet Club
15004 Spring Meadows Dr
Darnestown, MD 20874
dsrclub.com
gm@dsrclub.com
301-330-1340

Churches

Darnestown Presbyterian 
Church
15120 Turkey Foot Rd
Darnestown, MD 20878
301-948-9127
Darnestownpc.org
dpchurch@comcast.net

Fairhaven United  
Methodist Church
Rev. Kenneth Hawes
12801 Darnestown Rd
Darnestown, MD 20874
301-330-5433

Gaithersburg International  
Christian Fellowship
13101 Darnestown Rd
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
301-869-8343  
welcome@gicf.church

Our Lady of the  
Visitation Parish
Rev. Dr. Raymond L. Fecteau
14139 Seneca Rd
Darnestown MD 20874
301-948-5536
Olvp.org
parishoffice@olvp.org

Seneca Community Church
Rev. Kenneth N. Nelson
13900 Berryville Rd
Darnestown, MD 20874
301-869-9326

St. Nicholas Episcopal Church
Rev. Beth O’Callaghan
15575 Germantown Rd
Darnestown, MD 20874
240-631-2800
Saintnicks.com

The Little Acorn
Editor: Amber Colleran  
 (acorn@darnestowncivic.org)

Publisher: Darnestown Civic Association

Proofreader: Sarah Scherer

Darnestown Civic Association
President: Scott Mostrom  
 (president@darnestowncivic.org)
Vice President: Tim Sanders  
 (vicepresident@darnestowncivic.org)

Treasurer: Gretchen Brown  
 (treasurer@darnestowncivic.org) 

Secretary: VACANT 
 (secretary@darnestowncivic.org)

Trustees: Scott Damiecki  
 (trustee@darnestowncivic.org)
 Paul Klee  
 (trustee@darnestowncivic.org) 
 Stephanie Kunkle  
 (trustee@darnestowncivic.org)

Committee Chairs
Compliance: Michael Gottlieb  
 (compliance@darnestowncivic.org)

Darnestown Village: Chris Collins  
 (village@darnestowncivic.org)

Database: Scott Mostrom  
 (database@darnestowncivic.org)

Flag Program: Tim Sanders  
 (flag@darnestowncivic.org)

History: Allan Luke  
 (history@darnestowncivic.org)

Membership: Pam DuBois  
 (membership@darnestowncivic.org)

Safety Committee: Dick Jurgena  
 (safety@darnestowncivic.org)

Seneca Forest Project: James Wheeler  
 (deer@darnestowncivic.org)

Social Events: Stephanie Kunkle  
 (social@darnestowncivic.org)

Softball: Dave Bivans  
 (softball@darnestowncivic.org)

Strategic Planning: Tim Sanders  
 (strategicplanning@darnestowncivic.org)

Website: Ben Jamieson  
 (website@darnestowncivic.org)
 Neil Agate  
 (website@darnestowncivic.org)

Welcome: Kendra Damiecki  
 (welcome@darnestowncivic.org)
 Maya Miloski  
 (welcome@darnestowncivic.org) 
 Melissa Mostrom  
 (welcome@darnestowncivic.org)

Zoning: Tim Mueller  
 (zoning@darnestowncivic.org)

mailto:Maryofnazareth.org
mailto:sm@troop1094.org
http://www.darnebloomers.com
http://www.darnestowncivic.org
dsrclub.com
mailto:gm@dsrclub.com
http://www.darnestownpc.org
mailto:dpchurch@comcast.net
mailto:welcome@gicf.church
http://olvp.org
mailto:parishoffice@olvp.org
http://www.saintnicks.com
mailto:Acorn@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:president@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:vicepresident@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:treasurer@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:secretary@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:trustee@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:trustee@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:trustee@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:compliance@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:village@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:database@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:flag@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:history@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:membership@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:safety@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:deer@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:social@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:softball@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:strategicplanning@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:website@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:website@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:welcome@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:welcome@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:welcome@darnestowncivic.org
mailto:zoning@darnestowncivic.org
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Membership Category, please check one: 

 ❏ Basic $35        ❏ Friend $50         ❏ Sponsor $100         ❏ Acorn $150         ❏ Business $250

First Name  __________________________________ Last Name ___________________________________________

Spouse/Partner First Name  ______________________ Spouse/Partner Last Name  ____________________________________

Business Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Please indicate how you would like to have your name(s) appear in the annual membership listing:  
(if you leave the line blank we will use your first and last names, to opt out see below)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________

City  ________________________________________ State  _________  Zip Code   __________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number(s)  _____________________________________________________________________________________

1st E-Mail Address  _____________________________________________________________________________________

2nd E-mail Address  ____________________________________________________________________________________

 Make Check Payable to:   Mail to:  
 Darnestown Civic Association 14132 Darnestown RD  
  STE B 
  Darnestown, MD 20874

The following section allows you to opt-out of having information related to your members published by the DCA.  
If you would like your information listed in The Little Acorn or in a DCA Directory you can skip this section.

The DCA publishes a list of our paid members in The Little Acorn, please check below if you do not want your 
information provided:

	 ❏ DO NOT publish my name in The Little Acorn membership listing.

The DCA occasionally publishes a directory for its membership, please check below if you do not want your information 
provided:

	 ❏ DO NOT publish my name and contact information in the DCA directory.

DCA Membership Renewal/Application Form

Participating in  
Your Darnestown Community— 

A Membership Reminder
Resident engagement is key to the identity of Darnestown that benefits us all. The combination of a broad-
based membership, pooled financial resources and civic involvement provides the foundation for your 
community association’s (DCA) many initiatives and activities. Please join your neighbors and fellow DCA 
volunteers by updating your membership in support of our community-wide interests and programs. 

Visit www.darnestowncivic.org or mail the form below to join or renew now!

Annual Dues are only $35. Additional giving levels include $50 ‘Friend of Darnestown,’ $100 ‘Sponsor,’ 
$150 ‘Acorn’ Program. There is also a $250 Business Membership category. All paid 2021 members will be 
listed in an upcoming issue of The Little Acorn.
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